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Hobson,  J.  A. 


Poverty  in  Plenty:  The  Ethics  of  Income;  London,  George 
Allen  & Unwin  Ltd,  (1931);  Index  92p. 

Hobson  demonstrates  that  it  is  impossible  to  as=?ign  a 
value  to  the  work  of  any  individual,  and  emphasises  that  it 
necessary  to  accept  the  view  that  everyone  in  our  social  en- 
vironment contributes  to  the  value  of  the  whole.  Rather  than 
accept  the  present  system  of  grabbing  as  much  as  possible  in- 
dividually, he  suggests  that  national  and  international  plan- 
ning is  necessary  to  eliminate  the  surpluses  which  bring  de- 
pressions c;UGh  as  that  experienced  at  the  time  he  wrote. 

In  general,  he  outlines  the  c-cheme  which  '^tuart  Chase 
and  George  '^oule  , technocracy,  Veblen  and  other  writers  have 
advocated,  though  he  does  not  ^.pecif  ica  lly  mention  a e-uaran- 
teed  annual  income. 

This  is,  however,  a sensible  addition  to  my  collection 
of  books  which  led  to  the  GAI  outlined  by  Theobald. 


ng  kasaqutan  ni  Hesus  ay  mula  sa  Shema  na  binasa  natin  sa  aklat  ng  Deute- 
ronomio,  subalit  ang  pangalawang  kaatusan , na  iniugnay  ni  Heaua  na  una  ay 
mula  sa  Leviticus  19:18:  "Hindi  ka  nararapat  na  gumanti  o magdala  ng  galit 
kahit  kaninong  anak  ng  i yong  sari  ling  mga  tao,  bagkus  ay  mamahalin  mo  ang 
iyong  kapitbahay  tulad  ng  iyong  sarili:  ako  ang  Panginoon." 

Humanga  ang  mga  eskriba  sa  winika  ni  Hesus  na  "Walang  ibang  kautusan  na 
hi  hi  git  pa  sa  rito."  (Marcos  12:31)  Kan il ang  si  nab i:  "Tama  ka,  Guro, 
totoong  sinabi  mo  na  siya  ay  iisa,  at  wala  nang  iba  kundi  siya;  at  ang 
mahalin  siya  nang  boong  puso,  buong  kaunawaan  at  lahat  ng  kalakasan,  at 
mahalin  ang  kapitbahay  tulad  ng  sarili,  ay  hi  git  pa  sa  lahat  ng  pag— aayuno 
at  pagsusunog  ng  mga  handog."  Hindi  lamang  isinalin  ng  eskriba  sa 
kaniyang  sariling  pananalita  ang  mga  sinabi  ni  Hesus,  idinagdag  pa  niya 
ang  paghahambing  ng  mga  kautusang  ito  at  ilang  mga  kawikaang  relihiyoso. 
Ipinakita  sa  at in  ng  ebanghelyo  na  humanga  si  Hesus  sa  kaniyang  pananampa- 
lataya:  "At  nang  makita  ni  Hesus  na  may  katalinuhan  si  yang  sumagot , sinabi 
niya  sa  kaniya,  'Hindi  ka  nalalayo  sa  kaharian  ng  langit.  ' " (Marcos  12:34) 

Maaring  msgulat  ang  karamihan  sa  atin  sa  winikang  ito  ni  Hesus  sa  taong 
iyon.  Ang  taong  ito  ay  hindi  naqing  alagad  o tagasunod  ni  Hesus — hindi 
naisuiat  na  i sa  siya  sa  mga  karamihan  na  laging  tagapakinig  niya.  Subalit 
natagpuan  ng  taong  ito  ang  sentro  ng  kaniyang  pananampal ataya , ang 
pananampal atayang  kinalakihan  ni  Hesus,  at  nalalaman  ni  Hesus  na  kung  ang 
taong  ito  ay  makakahawak  sa  sentro  ng  kaniyang  sariling  pananampal ataya  at 
mga  pi nani ni wal aan , ang  mga  naisin  ng  Diyos  sa  kaniyang  buhay  ay  madaling 
matutupad . 

Ang  mga  sal i tang  "Hindi  ka  malayo  sa  kaharian  ng  Diyos"  ay  nararapat 
maging  mga  salitang  nakapagbi bi gay  sigla  at  magagamit  natin  kapag  tayo  ay 
nakatagpo  ng  mga  taong  tapat  na  naghahanap  ng  tamang  paraan  upang  ibigin 
ang  Diyos,  o di  kaya  ay  nagtatanong  ng  tamang  katanungan  kung  paano  maka— 
kasumpong  nq  kahulugan  sa  buhay.  May  payo:  makakaakit  ng  mar ami ng  langaw 
ang  pulot  kaysa  suka"  ay  nararapat  magpaalala  sa  atin  ng  paraan  ng  paki- 
kitungo  sa  mga  taong  may  ibang  pananaw  ng  mga  bagay  kaysa  sa  atin,  subalit 
ang  kanilang  paghahanap  ay  til  a nagdadala  sa  kanila  sa  isang  tapat  na 
paghahanap  ng  kung  ano  ang  tama  o mali. 

Mayroon  akong  isang  kaibigan  na  patungo  sa  Brazil  upang  maging  misyonero 
at  siya  ay  pinayuhan  ng  kaniyang  guro:  "Hindi  ka  magiging  handa  sa  ibahagi 
ang  iyong  pananampal ataya  sa  ibang  tao  hangga't  i kaw  mismo  sa  iyong  sarili 
ay  hindi  pa  kumbertido."  Hindi  ito  nangangahul ugan  na  dapat  ay  handa 
nating  talikdan  ang  lahat  na  mga  pi nangangal agaang  kumbiksiyon  kapag  tayo 


Hodgson,  William  Hope 


Masters  of  Terror,  Volume  1;  Edited  by  Peter  Tremayne; 
London,  Corgi  Books  (#10662)  156p. 


Contents 

William  Hope  Hodgson;  His  Life  and  Work  by  Peter  Tremayne  7 

1.  The  voice  in  the  Night  15 

2.  A Tropical  Horror  30 

3.  The  Mystery  of  the  Derelict  41 

4.  The  Terror  of  the  Water-Tank  55 

5.  The  Finding  of  the  Gr aiken  72 

6.  The  Stone  Ship  96 

7.  The  Derelict  128 


These  are  all  classifiable  as  fantasy  excepting  #4  which  is 
a murder  mystery,  but  all  are  also  horror  tales.  Most  involve 
sea  mysteries  connected  with  the  Sargasso,  with  sea  monsters  and 
hordes  of  rats,  or  the  almost  living  seaweed  as  the  menaces. 

The  writing  is  convincing  and  the  stories  convey  the  aura 
of  life  at  sea;  the  author  suffered  bad  treatment  and  forsook 
sea  life,  but  was  killed  in  the  first  world  war. 
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Holbrooic,  Stewart  H, 

The  Golden  Age  of  Quackery;  iTew  York,  The  Yacmillan 
Company,  1959;  (1959,  Author);  Bibliography;  Index  - 302p, 

This  is  mainly  the  story  of  American  patent  and  folk 
medicine . nos t rums , though  it  touches  on  the  Perkins  tractors 
and  a few  other  ’^magne  tic^^'  t*reatments. 

'On  page  1^8,  the  author  mentions  Yallingford  as  the  con 
man  and  leading  character  of  ^a  popular  play  of  the  psriod^Y 
This  is  the  only  mention  I have  seen  that  Chester’s  character 
was  presented  in  play  form. 

This  is  a useful  .reference  book  on  its  sub-Ject,  and  it 
backs  up  my  belief- that  faith  in  the  "’cure'^’  operates  v/hen  the 
nostrum  itself. is  useless. 


\- 


Holding,  Elisabeth  ^anxay 


"^peak  of  the  Devil;  New  York,  Duell,  "oloan  and  Pearce 
(1941,  author),  (First  Edition,  Eecond  Printing)  281p. 

Ehort  version  in  The  American  Magazine  under  the  title 
Fearful  Night, 

A pleasant,  interesting  murder  mystery  to  read,  this 
story  left  me  puzzled  as  to  the  motives  and  actions  of  most 
of  the  characters.  Although  one  man  and  two  women  v\?ere  mur- 
dered, and  a young  couple,  both  suspected  of  murders,  were 
cleared,  the  plot  remains  unclear  to  me. 

The  most  interesting  character  is  the  main  character,  a 
woman  hired  as  hoste^^  at  a new  hotel.  The  is  asked  in  mar- 
riage by  its  owner,  and  admires  him,  but  does  not  lo^re  him, 
and  he  is  suspected  of  murder  also. 

I must  put  this  book  down  as  a disappointment. 


ENCOUNTER'  82 


August  8 - TS,  1982 

^ -Junior  Encounte  >-•  ((^"' des  7-9) 

Senior  EncounteJ^  (Crades  10  - 12+) 

Both  Encounters  begin  August  8,  at  4:00  p.m.  at  Bird's  Hill  Park,  group  areas 
6 and  7.  Bird's  Hill  Park  is  a Provincial  Park  24  kilometers  north  of  Winnipeg 
on  Highway  //59  . 

Our  theme  is:  "We  are  Christians  Only" 

"Unity  - Liberty  - Love" 

The  Director  is  Steven  Mabry  who  directed  youth  activities  at  the  1981 
General  Assembly  in  Anaheim,  California.  Encounter  leaders  will  include: 

Neil  Bergman,  Bob  Howell,  Harry  Taylor,  Gordon  Jasper,  Paula  Herring,  Ray  Trotter, 
and  Heather  Henderson. 

We  will  be  living  in  tents  from  August  8 to  15,  and  during  the  Convention  of 
the  Christian  Church  (Disciples  of  Christ)  in  Canada,  August  11  to  15,  we  will  be 
commuting  to  the  Convention  at  the  Mennonite  Brethren  Bible  College  in  Winnipeg. 

Please  bring  your  sleeping  bag,  bathing  suit,  personal  items  and  a tent 
(if  you  have  one) . 

Facilities  in  the  park  include  electricity,  washrooms,  swimming,  horseback 
riding,  hay  rides  and  nature  trails. 

While  in  Winnipeg  there  will  be  a boat  trip  on  the  Red  River  and  a tour  of  Lower 
Fort  Garry,  the  cost  of  which  is  included  in  the  Registration  fee. 

The  Registration  fee  for  the  entire  week  of  August  8 to  15  is  $70.00  A pre- 
registration fee  of  $15.00  is  being  requested.  Please  forward  your  pre- 
registration fee  along  with  the  enclosed  registration  form,  by  June  30,  to 

Rev.  Ray  Trotter, 

1270  Jefferson  Avenue, 

Winnipeg,  Manitoba.  R2P  0K3 

The  balance  is  payable  on  your  arrival  at  Bird's  Hill  Park.  For  those  who  do  not 
register  by  June  30,  there  is  a late  registration  fee  of  an  additional  $10.00.  You 
should  bring  approximately  $20.00  for  Friday  lunch  on  the  boat , horseback  riding 
and  personal  interests.  All  other  costs  at  Encounter  '82  are  covered  by  your 
regif'  -ation  fee. 

This  is  your  opportunity  to  meet  other  teens  from  across  Canada,  learn  about  your 
church,  share  new  ideas,  strengthen  your  faith,  and  have  a lot  of  fun. 

Remember  to  pre-register  by  June  30,  1982.  Hope  to  see  you  there. 

Sincerely , 

Heather  Henderson 

Youth  Representative 

Program  Planning  Committee 

1982  Convention  of  Christian  Churches 

(Disciples  of  Christ)  in  Canada. 


Holland,  Cecelia 

Floating  Worlds;  New  York,-  Alfred  A.  Knopf,  1976  465p. 

Some  years  ago  I read  a favorable  review  of  this  novel, 
the  first  science  fiction  by  a historical  novelist.  Heading 
was  somewhat  of  a disappointment. 

Earth,  Luna  and  Mars  are  threatened  by  domination  of  an 
alien  race,  the  Styths,  more  than  seven  feet  tall  and  with 
supernormal  powers.  Paula  Mendoza,  an  anarchist,  is  hired 
by  the  Earth  Committee  to  arrange  a truce;  using  sex  and  an 
unusual  degree .of  mental  dexterity,  she  becomes  the  mistress 
of  the  Akellar,  mother  of  his  son  David,  and  challenger  of 
his  soul-brother,  a healer  whose  power  extends  to  possession 
of  the  minds  of  others  when  he  touches  them. 

Despite  a truce,  treachery  and  the  primitive  warfare 
methods  of  the  Styths  bring  about  conflj.cts  which  destrcy  the 
cities  of  earth,  enslave  the  l^rtians,  and  endanger  the  domed 
cities  of  Luna.  Paula,  a negress,  undergoes  humiliation  in 
the  household  of  many  wives  of  the  Akellar,  slavery,  starva- 
tion and  sexual  liasons  with  several  men;  betrayal  by  her 
former  superior  in  the  Committee,  and  ultimately  the  death  of 
the  Akellar  and  her  son. 

My  impression  is  that  this  is  a woman’s  book,  rather 
than  one  of  universal  appeal;  Paula  is  portrayed  as  brighter 
than  the  men,  but  oppressed  by  their  strength  and  power.  It 
seems  to  me  an  attempt  to  portray  the  current  feminist  view 
rather  than  any  probable  future  world  conflict. 


Holland,  W.  Bob  (Compiler  and  Editor)  Antholo^?y. 

Twenty-Five  Ghost  Stories;  Illustrated  by  Frank  J.  Rus- 
sell; New  York,  Hartsdale  House  (1941)  255p. 

Contents 

Preface  5 

1.  The  Black  Gat  . Edgar  Allan  Poe  7 

2.  The  Flayed  Hand  28 

3.  The  Vengeance  of  a Tree  37 

4.  The  Parlor -Gar  Ghost  44 

5.  Ghost  of  Bucks  town  Inn  51 

6.  The  Burglar’s  Ghost  59 

7*  A Phantom  Toe  76 

8,  Mrs,  Davenport’s  Ghost  81 

9,  The  Phantom  7/oman  90 

10,  The  Phantom  Hag  100 

11,  From  the  Tomb  105 

12,  Sandy’s  Ghost  114 

13,  The  Ghosts  of  Red  Creek  123 

14,  The  Spectre  Bride  128 

15,  How  He  Gaught  the  Ghost  134 

16,  Grand-Dame’s  Ghost  Story  144 

17,  A Fight  with  a Ghost  153 

18,  Colonel  Halifax’s  Ghost  Story  168 

19,  The  Ghos^t  of  the  Count  190 

20,  The  Old  Mansion  202 

21,  A Misfit  Ghost  210 

22,  An  Unbidden  Guest  215 

23,  The  Dead  Woman’s  Photograph  220 

24,  The  Ghost  of  a Live  i!an  228 

25,  The  Ghost  of  Washington  236 


These  stories  are  reprinted  completely  in  The  Haunted 
Hotel  by  Wilkie  Collins,  and  twenty-five  other  Ghost  Stories, 

20  Great  Ghost  Stories  reprints  only  20  of  them.  #14, 
#19,  #21,  #22  and  #25  are  omitted. 

Several  of  these  stories  are  rationalized,  #5,  #6,  #7, 
#15,  #17  and  #22. 

#8,  refers  to  the  life  of  the  fake  medium  Ben,%min  Daven- 
port, 

#14  has  as  its  scene  Sault  Ste,  Vlavie , 

Two  of  the  stories  are  attributed  to  de  Tiaupassant , but 
I have  not  yet  identified  them. 


Hollander,  Bernard  (M.D.) 


Hypnotism  and  Suggestion  in  Daily  Life,  Education,  and  Medi- 
cal Practice;  Chicago,  The  Occult  Publishing  House;  no  date;  index 

297p  . 

This  book  was  written  to  the  order  of  the  publisher  and  the 
early  part  is  a pretty  disorganized  summary  of  the  history  and 
philosophy  of  the  subject.  The  author  details  cases  of  his  own  in 
the  last  part  of  the  book,  and  although  he  appears  to  have  stayed 
close  to  use  for  medical  purposes,  expresses  acceptance  of  the 
supernormal  phenomena  described  by  early  authors.  Overall,  I am 
inclined  to  feel  that  this  is  a fairly  good  introduction  to  the 
subject;  and  his  case  studies  are  worth  referring  to  because  he, 
like  other  practitioners,  had  personal  influence  on  his  patients 
and  individual  beliefs. 

I have  his  two-volume  work  In  Search  of  the  Soul  to  study  and 
it  appears  to  be  a comprehensive  history  of  belief  in  the  indepen- 
dent existence  of  the  soul  apart  from  the  body. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
May  5,  2000 
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Leading  thoughts  and  ideas  from  Bernard  Hollander's 
IN  SEARCH  OE  OHE  SOUL. 

Preface:  v.  Philosophers  and  scientists  sought  for  the  soul  for 
over  2000  years,  trying  to  discover  its  nature  and  seat  v/ithin 
the  body  or  brain.  At  the  beginning  of  the  19th  century  the 
search  was  given  up  and  psychologists  and  physiologists  confined 
themselves  to  the  study  of  the  origin  and  nature  of  ''mental 
activities"  and  their  physical  basis.  The  term  "soul"  comprises 
intellectual  capacities,  emotions,  and  instinctive  impulses — 

^11  that  appertains  to  the  mind  and  character  of  man. 

Psychology  deals  with  the  problems  of  the  soul,  conscious- 
ness, and  processes  of  the  intellect. 

Ethology  (so  named  by  J'ohn  Stuart  Mill)  deals  with  the 
natural  history  of  the  mental  capacities  and  character  disposi- 
tions of  man. 

Vol.  2 furnishes  evidence — derived  from  the  author's 
extensive  personal  experience  in  the  application  of  suggestion 
treatment,  and  other  foims  of  psychotherapy — of  the  purely 
spiritual  power  of  mind,  v;hen  directed  to  the  re-education  of 
character,  the  teaching  of  self-control  and  mental  discipline, 
and  the  awakening  of  new  ideals  to  conquer  morbid  tendencies; 
next,  the  results  of  some  unusual  experiments  in  hypnotism  are 
shown,  pointing  to  higher  capacities  being  inherent  in  man  than 
have  been  hitherto  admitted.  This  leads  to  a reconsideration  of 
the  problem  of  the  soul  in  the  light  of  psychical  research. 
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Hollander,  Xaviera 


The  Happy  Hooker;  Hew  York,  Dell  Publishing  Go.,  Inc. 
(#2450)  (with  Robin  Moore  and  Yvonne  Dunleavy) , (Robin  Moore 
and  Xaviera  de  Vries,  1972)  211p. 

Having  read  her  second  book  ahead  of  this,  sone  of  the 
material  v/as  familiar  to  me,  Xaviera  is  a self-confessed 
nymphomaniac,  but  insists  that  she  is  happy  in  her  profession 
as  a Madam,  has  the  drive  and  ability  to  succeed  in  this  hard 
business,  and  can  do  with  only  four  hours  sleep.  At  28  years 
of  age,  however,  she  admits  that  the  hectic  life  has  left  its 
wearing  impression  on  lie r body  and  mind,  and  that  she  has 
aged  beyond  her  years. 

She  insists  that  she  had  a good  family  background  and  is 
interested  in  cultural  values,  but  there  is  little  evidence 
in  her  book  of  any  deep  interest  in  anything  apart  from  the 
satisfaction  of  her  sexual  desires.  Although  it  may  be  only 
self-advertisement,  she  expresses  the  desire  to  be  of  real 
service  to  the  men  and  women  who  seek  her  out,  and  it  seems 
from  her  description  of  her  methods  of  operation  that  she  is 
sincere  in  offering  fair  value  in  return  for  the  money  she  is 
paid.  She  explains  the  heavy  expenses,  payoffs,  legal  costs, 
personnel  problems,  and  pressures  of  the  business;  the  need 
for  recuperation  and  relaxation  after  intensive  activity,  and 
the  many  disillusionments  she  has  suffered  because  of  e.motion- 
al  involvements  with  people  who  did  not  live  up  to  her  expec- 
tations. 

It  appears  clear  that  although  Xaviera  insists  on  sexual 
freedom  for  herself,  and  tries  to  permit  it  for  others,  she 
can  be  jealous  of  her  lovers*  affections  for  others.  Bisexual 
and  quite  obviously  obsessively  preoccupied  with  sex,  she  is 
still  a very ^practical  businesswoman;  does  not  drink  or  smoke, 
seldom  experiments  with  drugs,  and  is  personally  clean,  and 
insists  on  cleanliness  on  the  part  of  her  clients. 

Her  graphic  descriptions  of  her  experiences  leave  little 
doubt  that  seekers  of  sexual  gratification  abound,  and  that 
sexual  morality  in  any  accepted  sense  is  practically  non-ex- 
istent for  these  people.  To  be  bound  to  the  life  she  leads, 
however,  appears  to  me  to  be  an  enslavement  to  the  passions 
of  the  flesh;  and  I cannot  imagine  any  ultimate  happiness  for 
Xaviera  when  her  youth  and  beauty  are  exhausted. 
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Hollander,  Xaviera 

. Letters  to  the  Happy  Hooker;  Personally  selected  by  her; 
New  York,  Y/arner  Paperback  Library  (#78-277),  (1973)  295p. 

The  vast  majority  of  -the  letters  are  favorable  to  the 
author^ 3 previous  two  books,  of  course,  but  she  has  included 
several  which  deplore  her  life  and  activities.  The  keynote 
of  most  of  the  letters  is  praise  for  her  honesty  and  lack  of 
hypocrisy,  support  for  her  wish  to  have  prostitution  legali- 
zed, and  requests  for  assistance  in  learning  how  to  enjoy  sex 
most. 

There  are  four  personal  adventures  which  Xaviera  recounts 
as  resulting  from  her  books- or  letters  v/ritten  to  her  about 
them. 

My  ov/n  conviction  is  that  Xaviera  ^0  life  is  much  too  sex- 
centered,  but  her  three  books  should  certainly  make  people  re- 
alize that  sex  should  be  enjoyed  and  not  treated  as  something 
shameful  and  sinful.  I do  not  agree  that  promiscuous  behavior 
is  desirable  or  advisable,  but  my  opinion  may  be  based  on  my 
having  a lesser  sex  drive  than  those  who  cannot  be  continent, 
or  at  least  restrained  in  their  activity.  Promiscuity,  I feel, 
detracts  from  the  aesthetic  appreciation  of  sexual  love;  it 
de -values  something  which  should  be  considered  precious. 

These  letter^,  from  children  to  geriatrics,  should  serve 
to 'confirm  that  the  author’s  books  have  social  value. 

London,  Tandem  Books  (#16344),  (1974,  reprinted  Septem- 
ber, 1975),  (1973,  Artis tae-sftiftung)  ' 295p. 

(Although  I have  not  checked  the  text,  the  pagination  ic. 
identical  to  the  American  fir<^t  edition,  so  I a<=!«5ume  they 
are  the  same. 
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Hollander,  Xaviera 

Xavieral:  Her  Continuing  Adventures ; Hew  York,  Warner 
Paperback  Library  (#78-278),  11972)  428p. 

I did  not  read  The  Ha p p y HIo o ke r , but  this  book  appears 
to  be  fairly  independent  of  it.  I gather  that  the  author  was 
in  trouble  with  the  iinmigration  authorities,  and  also  had  been 
prohibited  from  carrying  on  her  former  business  as  a Kadame. 
This  book  was  written  in  Canada,  and  before  the  a-u.thor  got  in- 
to trouble  for  shoplifting. 

My  impression  of  her  is  rather  nixed:  she  is  undoubtedly 
sex-obsessed  and  probably  en^'oys  most  sexual  encounters,  but 
tells  of  some  which  v^ere  anything  but  pleasant.  Courageous, 
and  brash,  ambitious  and  with  a love  of  luxury  and  m.oney,  she 
is  still  like  most  prostitutes  not  a good  manager,  has  been 
robbed  and  subject  to  payoffs,  taxation  levies,  and  seems  to 
be  careless  of  expenses  if  they  seem  to  lead  to  an  ultimate 
profit.  Her  promiscuity  leaves  me  with  the  impression  that  if 
her  appetite  for  sex  should  ever  wane,  she' would  be  without  an 
aim,  though  she  professes  a wish  to  be  m^arried  to  a good  m.an. 

She  writes  a column  for  Penthouse  magazine,  and  seems  to 
be  an  aggressive  and  brassy  female,  but  not  unlikable.  Her 
ambitions  lead  her  into  misadventures,  and  if  she  ever  loses 
confidence  in  herself  she  could  be  in  deep  trouble.  She  is 
fond  of  orange -Juice , and  does  not  appear  likely  to  become  an 
alcoholic  as  long  as  her  sex-drive  is  paramount. 

She  had'  editorial  help  with  her  writing. 


Hollander,  Xnvlera,  and  Chamberq,  Marilyn 

Xaviera  Meetq  Marilyn  Ghamberq;  New  York,  Warner  Bookc? 
(#79946);  (1976,  Patent  Holdings?  N.V.  and  Ghamberc?- Tray  nor 
Enterprises)  , (Jiarch,  1976)  201p. 

Meeting  in  Toronto,  Ontario,  Marilyn  accompanied  by  her 
agent  and  lover  Chuck  Traynor  within  a week  developed  a 
sexual  affair  with  Xaviera,  The  book  consic-ts  mainly  of  an 
account  of  their  promiscuous  behavior,  their  explicit  con- 
versations about  men,  women  and  c?ex,  and  explicit  dec-crip tions 
of  their  affair  and  customary  or  exceptional  sex  practices. 

That  two  publicly  well  known  women  have  no  hesitation  in 
placing  their  actions  and  views  in  print  seems  to  validate  the 
sexual  exhibitionism  of  the  period. 

Although  told  in  the  third  person,  obviou^^ly  the  events 
mu-t  have  been  narrated,  and  there  is  an  indication  that  a 
tape  recorder  wac;  made  of,  by  the  two  women. 

Much  of  the  behavior  recorded  agreecj  with  the  kind  of 
material  used  by  Xaviera  in  her  Penthouse  column.  Certainly 
in  view  of  the  magazine’s  circulation,  there  mu^t  be  a very 
large  public  acceptance  of  ouch  behavior,  much  of  which  con- 
travenes laws  against  such  actions. 


/ 
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Hollander,.  Xavlera 

Xaviera  on  The  Best  Part  of  a’Tv'lan;  Hew  x^merican  Library 
of  Canada  (Signet  #J6698) , (July,  1975),  (1975,  Artistae 
Stiftung)  250p. 

In  her  usual  matter-of-fact  way,  Xaviera  says  she  has  . 
entertained  over  2000  men  and  has  the  experience  to  back  up 
her  opinions.  She  is  business-like,  and  it  is  difficult  to 
understand  how  she  can  appreciate  men  as  individuals,  but  it 
may  be  possible . 

That  she-  is  totally  uninhibited  Is  clear.  V/hether  she 
Is  sincerely  interested  in  anything  other  than  sex  is  not  so 
clear.  Yet  I am  inclined  to  think  that  she*  is  sympathetic, 
and  sincerely  tries  to  be  help.ful  in  the  light  of  her  ov'/n 
values. 


/ 
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Holmes,  John  Haynes 

The  Affirmation  of  Immortality:  Being  the  Ingersoll 
Lecture  on  the  Immortality  of  Man  for  1946;  New  York,  The 
l^acmillan  Company,  1947  75p 

Viewed  as  spirit,  immortality  is  innate  and  a part  of 
the  universe.  From  a materialistic  point  of  view,  immortal 
ity_  has  no  validity. 
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Holly,  J.  Hunter 

The  Gray  Aliens;  New  York,  Avalon  Books  (1963,  Holly) 

192p. 

This  early  novel  diseloses  -the  author^s  dependence  on  her  • 
imagination  rather  than  on  scientific  knowled^?e. 

Alex  Kirkland  is  a musician  and  writer  on  psychic  phenomena 
who  has  the  task  of  bringing  up  his  two  children  after  his  wife 
has  died,  and  is  loved  by  a neighboring  girl.  His  community  is 
menaced  by  shadows  which  absorb  the  bodies  of  neighbors,  leaving 
metals  and  their  clothes  only  remaining.  Kirk  learns  that  he  is 
the  only  human  who  can  converse  with  the  shadows,  so  that  they 
protect  him;  this  leads  to  the  distrust  and  enmity  of  his  neigh- 
bors. 

Kirk  learns  that  the  shadows  are  almost  pure  energy  or  mind 
and  know  nothing  of  the  human  spirit.  He  arranges  a seance  with 
a fake  medium,  at  which  his  girl  friend  is  possessed  by  the 
spirit  of  his  dead  wife,  convincing  him  of  the  reality  of  the 
spirit  world;  and  confronts  the  shadows  with  this  information, 
which  they  doubt.  By  demonstrating  through  the  calling  up  of 
the  spirits  of  his  wife  and  of  people  who  have  been  absorbed  by^ 
the  shadows,  he  shows  the  shadows  that  they  are  not  all-knowing, 
and  they  agree  to  leave  the  human  race  in  peace. 

This  book  is  only  a fair  first,  or  early,  novel,  and  shows 
mainly  the  interests  of  the  author. 


Holly,  tT,  Hunter 


The  Mind  Traders;  New  York,  Avalon  Books  (1966,  Holly) 

192p. 

New  York,  Macfadden  Books  (#291),  (1967)  143p. 

London,  England,  Priory  Books  (#1118),  no  date,  n.p. 

This  novel  is  a vast  improvement  over  The  Gray  Aliens, 
better  written,  better  plotted,  but  still  reveals  the  author 
as  lacking  in  scientific  knowledge, 

Morgan  Sellers  is  given  the  mission  to  accompany  a Rigan 
named  Jael  to  his  orange -sunned  planet  and  discover  whether 
the  disappearance  of/  thousands  of  earth  people  is  a plot  to 
enslave  them  there.  The  Rigans  are  able  to  read  the  emotions 
of  other  intelligences,  but  not  their  thoughts, ^ and  have  a 
hierarchy  based  on  mental  power  with  the  highest  an  80,  and 
Jael  is  a 40,  but  so  superior  to  an  earthman  mentally  that  he 
condescends  rather  than  co-operates, 

Morgan  falls  in  love  with  Jael*s  sister,  but  is  threatened 
by  the  mental  powers  of  an  Unknown,  the  child  of  Jael’s  other 
sister  who  lives  with  him.  The  fathers  are  never  known  in  this 
Rigan  society. 

Struggles  for  supremacy  among  the  Rigans  constitute  the 
main  plot  factor,  and  the  author  has  not  clearly  visualized  the 
important  plot  factor  of  emotions  versus  mind -rea ding.  For  in- 
stance, when  Jael  wishes  to  command  a subordinate  to  his  side, 
he  merely  concentrates,  and  awaits  a'  telephone  call.  If  the 
Rigans  cannot  exercise  telepathy  or  mind-reading,  how  does  the 
subordinate  get  the  message?  Also,  it  is  not  clear  how  any 
emotion  can  arise  without  thought.  This  weakness  of  the  novel 
vitiates  its  premises,  and  consequently  its  significance, 

Morgan  gains  knowledge  and  power  by  combining  the  strength 
of  several  of  lesser  power  than  80  in  order  to  overcome  the  80 
who  controls  the  earth-slaves. 

Although  an  improvement  over  the  earlier  novel,  this  is 
still  not  a very  good  science  fiction  novel,  though  interesting. 


j 


Holmes,  H,  H, 


Rocket  to  the  Morgue;  New  York,  Duell,  Sloan  and  Pearce 
(1942)  ' - 279p., 

This  is  a ^^looked  room'^  murder  mystery  which  is  also  of 
interest'  to  science  fiction  and  fantasy  fans.  Many  of  the 
characters,  including  the  author  himself  as  Anthony  Boucher, 
are  science  fiction  authors  and  fans;  the  dialogue  and  the 
philosophy  of  fantasy  fiction  and  fandom  are  well  done.  As 
an  added  bonus,  the  murderer  and  his  unintended  victim  are 
apparently  modelled  on  Adrian  Conan  Poyle , v 

As  is  usual  with  murder  mysteries,  'the^  characters  are 
'subordinated  to  the  plot,  and  the  story  is  .merely  a puzzle 
being  solved.  An  intere^sting,,  burt  not  an  important^  book , in 
either  a mystery  or  a fantasy  library;  it  is  not  fantasy,  but, 
associated  with  the  fantasy  field. 

Pocket  book  editions  reprinted  under  the  ^^Anthony  Boucher 
name  are  noted  as  such,  , " 


/ 
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Holms,  A.  Campbell 


The  Facts  of  Psychic  Science  and  Philosophy  Collated  and 
Discussed;  London,  Kegan  Paul,  Trench,  Trubner  & Co.  Ltd.,  1925 
Appendix;  Subjects  and  Name  Indices  512p. 

Written  by  a convinced  spiritualist,  this  closely  printed 
volume  is  perhaps  too  credulous  in  accepting  as  facts  all  the 
testim.ony  he  provides.  On  pages  26-7  he  writes:  Then  there  is 
a considerable  body  of  evidence  for  the  existence  of  elves, 
gnomes  and  fairies.  Many  people  claim  to  be  able  to  see  these 
little  entities,  and  recently  (1917-20)  their  objectivity  was 
proved  by  the  camera,  two  ingenuous  young  Yorkshire  girls  having 
succeeded  in  taking  at  least  five  excellent  fairy  photographs. 

A detailed  account  of  these  photographs  will  be  found  in  Conan 
Doyle’s  The  Coming  of  the  Fairies  (Lend.,  1922). 

However,  as  I have  never  subscribed  to  or  read  any  Spiritu- 
alist newspapers  or  magazines,  I found  very  enlightening  and  im- 
portant the  information  Holms  has  gathered  from  these  sources, 
and  which  is  cross-referenced  and  perceptively  commented  upon  by 
him.  In  fact,  I was  tempted  to  think  that  the  stranger  the  fact 
described,  the  more  likely  it  is  true,  because  the  narrator  is 
risking  his  credibility  and  his  reputation. 

As  a member  of  the  SPR , Holms  was  a truthseeker.  He  gives 
few  instances  of  his  personal  investigations,  but  his  search  of 
the  literature  is  extensive  and  he  quotes  from  many  sources  not 
available  to  me . 

Although  I had  previously  used  this  book  as  a reference,  my 
reading  of  it  as  a whole  made  me  respect  the  tremendous  amount 
of  research  this  co n&d ation  involved.  Mediums’  controls  or  other 
intelligences  which  responded  to  sitters’  requests  for  phenomena 
and  the  details  of  strict  attention  to  examining  those  phenomena 
are  amply  sufficient  to  warrant  acceptance  and  require  scientific 
conf irmat ion  . 

The  information  herein  requires  cautious  consideration. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
January  30,  2003 
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Holt,  Garin 


The  Golden  Witch;  London,  Hodder  and  Stoughton  (1933) 318p 

The  title  is  the  name  of  a dagger  believed  to  have  been 
crafted  by  Benvenuto  Cellini  and  owned  by  a v/ealthy  man  whose 
second  wife  is  much  younger  than  he  and  whose  daughter  does 
not  feel  at  ease  with  either  of  them.  The  dagger  has  a medusa 
head,  and  casts  an  evil  influence  over  those  who  see  it;  there 
is  a legend  that  its  owner  will  be  killed  by  it. 

This  transpires;  and  almost  every  guest  in  the  house  at 
the  time  has  a motive  for  killing  Theodore  Gravennor.  Young 
Dick  Lannlster  loves  the  daughter  and  arrives  as  a guest  to 
tell  her  of  being  granted  a responsible  for  his  firm  and 

to  ask  her  to  be  his  wife;  she  accepts,  but  against  the  wishes 
of  her  father  and  his  wife. 

Professor  Bastion  arrives  in  time  to  solve  the  mystery 
by  locating  the  dagger  which  had  been  secreted  by  the  killer 
and  staging  a seance  with  the  help  of  a spinster  relative  of 
Gravennor. 

Aside  from  the  evil  influence  of  the  dagger  and  the  sug- 
gestion of- spiritualistic  phenomena,  there  is  only  the  legen- 
dary influence  to  warrant  this  book  being  in  a fantasy  col- 
lection. It  is  primarily  a murder  mystery  novel  of  a common 
type,  not  especially  well  worked  out  and  of  little  im.portance 
in  either  the  mystery  or  fantasy  field. 


Hoi t , Henry 


On  the  Cosmic  Relations;  2 Volumes;  London,  Williams  and 
Norgate,  1915;  (November,  1914,  Holt);  Glossarial  Index  989p . 

Although  this  massive  work  is  primarily  the  detailed  story 
of  the  author’s  experiences  and  study  of  psychic  phenomena,  it  is 
also  a sequel  to  Myers'  Human  Personality  and  Its  Survival  of 
Bodily  Death  which  is  still  the  prime  authority.  The  Index  is  a 
wonderful  aid  to  the  study  of  this  man’s  thinking,  which  is  calm 
and  common  sense. 

I read  the  books  carefully  up  to  the  top  of  page  766  after 
which  I resumed  reading  at  page  830.  The  pages  between  seem  to 
be  devoted  to  cross  correspondences  and  I’M  quite  familiar  with 
these  from  other  sources. 

Although  Holt  is  often  baffled  by  the  contradictory  events 
he  studied,  his  conclusion  fell  short  of  accepting  the  spiritistic 
explanation.  He  prefered  that  communications  came  from  the  Cosmic 
Soul  which  retains  eternally  all  events.  He  presents  many  cases, 
however  which  he  admits  are  answered  solely  by  the  spiritistic 
hypothesis . 

Holt  carries  the  work  of  the  SPR  ten  volumes  beyond  Myers’ 
summary.  I consider  this  book  an  essential  reference  and  it  is 
meant  for  the  general  reader  so  is  less  technical  than  Myers. 

Holt  spent  a lifetime  compiling  these  two  volumes  and  should 
be  highly  respected  for  his  labor. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
February  18,  2003 


Note:  I seldom  refer  to  reviews  of  the  books  I read,  preferring 

to  assess  them  on  the  basis  of  my  personal  reactions.  However, 
this  book  is  so  important  that  I located  the  Review  by  W.  Romaine 
Newbold  in  the  Supplement  to  Part  LXXII,  pages  177  to  186  inclu- 
sive of  the  SPR  Proceedings  Volume  XXIX  for  1918.  Newbold  was  one 
of  Holt’s  fellow-investigators  (Holt  knew  many  important  members 
of  the  SPR)  and  his  review  is  comprehensive  and  admiring. 


CDC.  Feb.  18,  2003 
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Holt,  Sirma 

Sex  and  the  Teen-Age  Revolution;  Toronto /Montreal, 
McClelland  and  Stev/art  Limited  (1967)  16 3p. 

Based  on  a series  of  articles  originally  published  in  the 
Vancouver  3'un  this  book  summarizes  the  effects  of  the  permissive 
society  on  youth,  particularly  those  unv/anted  children  who  have 
known  unfavorable  or  no  family  life. 

Illegitimate  children  are  being  born  faster  than  foster 
homes  can  be  found 'for  them;  there  is  no  governmental  authority' 
from  which  children  can  obtain  advice  or  support  for  their 
rights;  the  schools  do  not  train  for  family  life  and  social 
responsibilities;  and  parents  have  failed  to  discharge  their 
responsibilities  to  their  children. 

It-  is  quite  apparent  that  girls  v;ho  accede  to  sexual  de- 
mands 'from  their  boy-friends  do  not,  after  the  first  excated 
experimentation,  enjoy  sex  relations,  but  are  lurried  and 
frustrated.  The  bupden  of  unwanted  children  falls  psychologi- 
cally on  boys  and  girls,  but  the  burden  on  girls  is  still  the 
greater.  The  disaster  to  the  children  is  gravest  of  all  the 
problems,  however;  they  feel  unv/anted  and  a burden,  and  seek 
to  revenge  themselves  on  society  for  the  wrongs  they  suffer, 
and  for  the  want  of  love. 

This  is  not  a sensational  book,  but  a factual  report,  and 
deserves  study. 


Holzer , Hans 


The  Amityville  Curse;  New  York,  Tower  Books  (#51676);  (1981, 

author)  208p. 

This  novel  was  written,  I believe,  to  support  Holzer’s  view 
that  Ronald  DeFeo  was  possessed  by  the  vengeful  spirit  of  a dead 
Indian  who  resented  white  people  living  in  a home  over  his  burial 
ground.  The  horrors  encountered  by  three  young  couples  occupying 
the  house  after  the  murders  related  in  The  Amityville  muder  case 
book  (Murder  in  Amityville)  are  too  exaggerated  to  be  accepted  as 
possible. 

Holzer  emphasises  that  a curse  is  more  complicated  and  mal- 
ignant than  a haunting,  and  can  affect  the  lives  of  people  even 
after  they  leave  the  haunted  house.  His  fictional  parapsychologist 
was  probably  intended  to  reprsesent  Holzer  himself,  but  was  not 
effective  in  preventing  the  dire  consequences  of  the  curse. 

I think  that  Holzer  made  a mistake  to  write  this  book. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
January  14,  2003 
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Holzer  , Hans 

The  Aquarian  Age:  Is  There  Intelligent  Life  on  Earth?;  In- 

dianapolis/New York,  The  Bobbs-Merr ill  Company,  Inc.  (1971,  author) 
Illustrations  (1971,  Catherine  Buxhoeveden)  131p. 

Although  speculative  at  the  beginning  of  the  Aquarian  Age,  I 
consider  this  far-rangeing  forecast  of  an  improvement  in  social 
life  a more  serious  study  than  his  popular  books  on  ghost-hunting. 

It  is  more  optimistic  than  history  of  the  past  thirty  years 
has  demonstrated.  He  does  warn  about  global  warming  and  destruc- 
tion of  the  environment,  but  gives  humanity  more  credit  for  wisdom 
than  it  deserves. 

Holzer  emphasises  the  importance  of  parapsychology,  but  apart 
from  this  his  forecasts  have  little  relevance  to  my  hobbies. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  25,  2002 
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Holzer,  Hans 


Beyond  Medicine:  The  Facts  about  Unorthodox  and  Psychic 
Healing;  Chicago,  Henry  Regnery  Company  (1973,  author;  Index  209p 

Largely  based  on  personal  contacts  with  various  healers  and 
disclosing  some  health  problems  of  himself  and  his  wife,  this  is 
a popular  exposition  of  the  subject  by  a believer, 

I have  read  other  books  by  Holzer  and  he  seems  adequately 
educated  and  a personal  investigator,  but  fully  accepts  many  psy- 
chic phenomena  which  are  still  debatable. 

This  book  gives  names  and  addresses  of  healers  and  was  quite 
useful  for  anyone  seeking  help.  This  was  likely  why  a paperback 
edition  was  published. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
June  23,  2000 

Note:  New  York,  Ballantine  Books  (#24238),  October,  1974  180p. 
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Holzer , Hans 


Born  Again;  Garden  City,  New  York,  Doubleday  & Company,  Inc. 
1970;  (1970,  author)  267p. 

After  introductory  chapters  outlining  generalities  concerning 
reincarnation,  Holzer  details  several  cases  he  investigated  and 
which  he  considered  useful  in  proving  it  factual.  Chapter  6 con- 
tains 74  pages  about  one  case,  and  the  transcription  from  tape  re- 
cordings is  tedious.  However,  Holzer’s  mastery  of  parapsychology 
makes  his  opinion  valuable,  and  he  is  convinced. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  29,  2002 
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Holzer,  Hang 


The  Directory  of  the  Occult:  Official  Publication  of 
the  New  York  Committee  for  the  Investigation  of  Paranormal 
Occurrenceg;  Chicago,  Henry  Regnery  Company  ( 1974 ,Holzer) 

201p 

Thig,  iriaddition  to  being  a directory,  ig  a pergonal 
appraisal  of  many  of  the  occult  practitioners  and  organiza- 
tiong  current  up  to  date  of  publication,  and  conveys  infor- 
mation concerning  the  author’s  own  inv§6lovement  from  an 
autobiographical  point  of  view. 

It  algo  provides  information  concerning  cults,  news- 
letters and  instruction  books  and  pamphlets  available  from 
individuals  and  organizations;,  advice  to  those  seeking  in- 
formation on  self-development  or  the  investigation  of  oc- 
cult occurrenceg. 

The  author  is  convinced  of  the  survival  of  personality 
after  death,  and  algo  advocates  the  use  of  a wide  range  of 
so-called  ’’occult  sciences”,  particularly  astrology. 

The  author  indicates  his  intention  to  publie^h  up-dated 
editions  of  this  book.  My  impression  ier  that  he  may  have 
been  somewhat  warm  and  friendly  in  his  comments  on  ‘several 
borderline  ca^eg  to  encourage  their  keeping  him  informed. 

Nevertheless,  this  book  is  a u^^eful  survey  of  the  oc- 
cult scene  in  the  U,  A.  (and  occasionally  Canada),  and  a 
practical  guide  to  information  needed  if  one  iq  interested 
in  establishing  a practice  in  the  field. 
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Holzer  , Hans 


ESP  and  You;  New  York,  Ace  Books,  Inc.  (#H-100);  (1966,  Hans 

Holzer)  221p. 

As  an  introductory  book  for  students  of  psychic  phenomena  I 
consider  this  one  of  the  best.  Holzer’s  fifth  book,  it  reviews 
his  earlier  activities  as  a ghost  hunter  and  outlines  phenomena 
in  a practical  manner.  There  is  little  additional  material  than 
is  found  in  other  preliminay  primers,  but  this  is  important  be- 
cause most  of  it  relates  to  cases  in  which  he  was  personally  in- 
volved. Particularly  the  last  third  of  the  book,  dealing  with 
possession  and  multiple  personality,  I found  fascinating. 

Holzer  gives  a good  description  of  poltergeist  phenomena 
and  how  it  differs  from  haunting.  He  believes  that  all  humans 
have  psychic  ability,  but  in  most  it  is  undeveloped. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  7 , 2002 
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Holzer,  Hang 


Ghogt  Hunter;  New  York,  Ace  Bookg  (#IC-.210),  (1963,  Hol- 
zer) 160p. 

Thig  book  ig  a popular  account  of  many  pgychic  digtur- 
banceg  invegtigated  by  the  author,  almogt  alwayg  accompanied 
by  a medium,  usually  Mrg.  Ethel  Johngon  Meyerg,  but  in  one 
cage  by  Eileen  Garrett.  Both  mediums  were  of  ag^ji^^tance  to 
him  in  invoking  alleged  gpiritg  of  the  dead  v/ho  were  causing 
tha  phenomena • 

'^ome  of  thege  cageg  were  reprinted  from  popular  maga- 
zines in  which  they  originally  appeared. 

Holzer  v^riteg  of  the^^e  cages  in  a matter-of-fact  way, 
and  in  cloging  the  book  remarks:  ”Don*t  be  alarmed,  dear 
reader,  it^g  only  a human  being.  Thig  quote  ig  slightly 
condenged,  but  indicates  the  author’s  acceptance  of  survival 
of  bodily  death. 

In  one  detailed  cage,  Holzer  gives  information  concerning 
the  research  he  does  to  confirm  information  given  him  during 
seances.  He  solicits  information  about  possible  ca^eg  from 
readers  of  hig  book,  but  admits  that  good  medium-s  are  few  and 
difficult  to  find. 

In  cages  involving  crimes,  the  author  provide^?  police 
with  copies  of  his  notes,  leaving  it  to  them  whether  they  act 
upon  them. 
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Holzer,  Hang 


The  Ghogt  Hunter^  g <^trangeqt  Caqeg;  New  York,  Ace  Bookg 
(#28560),  (1975,  author)  189p. 

The  characterq  involved  in  moq  t of  the^^e  caqeg  are  i- 
dentified  merelyby  initialg;  often  the  location  ig  vague; 
and  the  incidentq  are  go  qimilar  that  the  book  becomeg  un- 
in tereg  ting.  The "book  waq^hSqtily  written;  the  uqe  of  the 
phrage  ”all  of  a gudden”  ig  qo  frequeqt  aq  to  be  irritating; 
Holzer* g involvement,  except  in  the  final  chapter,  appearq 
to  have  been  minimal,  and  it  iq  often  not  clear  whether  the 
occurrence  took  place  contemporaneouqly , or  long  in  the  paqt. 
For  ingtance,  on  page  144,  a viqion  of  qoldierg,  taking  place 
in  1937,  iq  qaid  to'^have  reminded  the  percipient  of  ”a  tele- 
vision image**.  Thiq  guggeqtq  that  the  narration  wag  made 
long  after  the  occurrence  and  after  the'^per cipient  had  ex- 
perienced televiqion.  On  page  148,  Hulqe  ig  qaid  to  have  had 
another  experience  ghortly  thereafter  which  **qeemed  as  if  he 
were  looking  at  a giant  TV  screen**,  ^uch  careleqqnegg  in  the 
narration,  which  is  often  done  in  the  third  person  omniscient 
manner,  leaves  the  reader  doubtful  of  the  authenticity  of  the 
cages . 


Overall,  however,  Holzer  indicates  that  hauntings  are  due 
to  remnants  of  the  personality  fixed  to  a place  because  of  an 
unresolved  problem  occurring  before  death,  and  which  can  be 
exorcised  by  solving  the  problem  or  making  the  revenant  aware 
that  he  is  dead  and  must  go  on  to  other  activities.  'Survival 
is  taken  for  granted,  and  that  the  personality  is  unchanged  by 
bodily  death.  Poltergegt  activity  often  results  from  trauma- 
tic psychic  energy  accompanying  manifestations  of  survival. 

This  is  a popular  account  of  supernormal  events,  often 
involving  prevision,  telepathic  messages,  clairvoyance,  and 
psychic  awareness  from  early  childhood.  It  offers  little  to 
the  scientific  student,  but  may  do  service  in  educating  the 
general  public  to  the  frequency  of  such  events  involving  or- 
dinary people  as  well  ag  psychics.  It  could  also  provide 
amunition  for  skeptics, 
m 

Holzer *g  introduction  to  the  cases  provides  his  view  of 
the  phenomena,  but  does  nothing  to  prove  anything. 

I am  left  feeling  ambivalent  towards  the  book. 
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Holzer  , Hans 


Ghosts  I’ve  Met;  New  York,  Ace  Books,  Inc.  (#H-16);  (1965, 

Holzer)  253p. 

This  was  Holzer’s  second  book  and  the  early  pages  indicate 
that  13,000  copies  of  Ghost  Hunter  had  been  sold  in  less  than  a 
year.  He  also  explains  why  the  subject  is  neglected  and  should 
be  studied  without  prejudice. 

Although  Holzer  acquired  slight  sensitivity  to  psychic  im- 
pressions, he  was  not  a medium  and  needed  the  services  of  three 
in  particular,  and  some  when  operating  afield.  Footsteps  were 
often  the  first  indication  of  ghostly  happenings,  but  raps  and 
displacement  of  articles  often  suggested  poltergeists  rather 
than  trapped  personalities.  Ghosts  were  often  freed  from  their 
environments  and  sent  beyond  the  veil  by  gentle  urging  Holzer 
offered . 

That  there  is  at  least  partial  survival  after  bodily  death 
seems  proven  by  Holzer’s  investigations.  His  voluminous  books 
indicate  that  hauntings  are  far  more  prevalent  than  earlier  in- 
vestigators had  found,  but  Holzer  traveled  extensively  and  made 
career  of  ghost  hunting. 

His  work  should  not  be  neglected. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  5,  2002 
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Holzer,  Hans 


Ghosts  of  the  Golden  West;  illustrated  by  his  wife;  New 
York,  Ace  Books  (#28620);  (1968,  author)  190p. 

Using  Sybil  Leek  mainly  as  psychic.  Holzer  investigated 
cases  of  hauntings  and  poltergeist  phenomena  in  various  wes- 
tern locations  . 

The  skeptics  have  been  wrong  so  often  that  I am  inclined 
to  accept  the  accounts  of  investigators  who  have  spent  years  in 
experiencing  psychic  phenomena.  The  mass  of  independent  testi- 
mony to  the  same  kind  of  events  becomes  overwhelming;  and  I am 
convinced  that  whether  the  facts  are  subjective  or  objective, 
they  affect  people  seriously. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  23,  2002 
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Holzer,  Hans 


The  Ghosts  That  Walk  in  Washington;  ; Illustrated  by  Cath- 
erine Buxhoeveden;  Garden  City,  New  York,  Doubleday  & Company, 
Inc.,  1971;  (1971,  author)  232p. 

Holzer  mentions  historical  ghosts  like  Lincoln's  as  well  as 
those  he  investigated  personally,  but  few  are  sufficiently  dif- 
ferent from  the  usual  that  this  book  did  not  impress  me  greatly. 

He  used  Sybil  Leek  as  medium  often;  I'll  have  to  read  some 
of  her  books  to  see  what  she  thought  of  Holzer. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  30,  2002 
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Holzer,  Hans 


The  Great  British  Ghost  Hunt;  Indianapolis/New  York,  The 
Bobbs-Merrill  Gompany,  Inc.  (1975,  author)  207p. 

Nothing  greatly  different  from  his  other  ghost-hunting  books 
can  be  found  in  this  volume,  but  he  does  warn  against  the  ouija 
board.  My  own  habit  is  to  avoid  practical  investigation  of  any 
kind  because  I wish  my  impressions  to  result  from  my  appraisal  of 
the  literature. 

Some  of  the  cases  detailed  are  so  uncertain  that  they  do  not 
deserve  publication,  but  I suppose  Holzer's  books  cover  a lot  of 
his  expenses.  He  does  good  work,  however,  but  I am  not  entirely 
convinced  that  long-haunted  houses  have  human  ghosts.  The  more 
likely  explanation  is  poltergeist. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  30,  2002 
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Holzer,  Hans 

Haunted  Hollywood;  Indianapolis/New  York,  The  Bobbs-Mer r ill 
Company,  Inc.  (1974,  author)  133p. 

This  is  the  best  of  Holzer’s  ghost-hunting  books  I’ve  read 
so  far,  mainly  because  of  the  chapters  on  Gaye  Spiegelman  and 
Houdini.  So  many  of  his  cases  of  hauntings  indicate  that  the 
people  involved  are  sensitive  to  psychic  impressions  that  I find 
the  accounts  repetitious  and  almost  boring. 

However,  I’m  more  favorably  impressed  now  than  formerly  with 
Holzer  because  he  is  forthright  in  declaring  his  belief  and  ex- 
pertise in  freeing  ghosts  from  their  erroneous  existences.  He  is 
also  dependent  on  psychics  like  Sybil  Leek  and  two  others  he  has 
used  often  in  his  investigations. 

His  public  appearances  have  brought  him  far  more  cases  than 
Carrington  encountered.  In  fact,  such  cases  seem  far  more  numerous 
than  I had  suspected. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  30,  2002 
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Holzer , Hans 


Houses  of  Horror;  New  York,  Leisure  Books  (#675);  (1970,  au- 
thor) 184p. 

(Original  title:  Gothic  Ghosts.) 

Told  in  the  third  person  although  Holzer  says  he  investigated 
the  facts  as  much  as  possible,  this  collection  of  hauntings  and 
ghosts  is  similar  otherwise  to  his  more  detailed  accounts  in  his 
previous  books . 

His  repetitions  of  footsteps  originating  hauntings  and  his 
emphasis  on  apparitions  disappearing  "into  thin  air"  and  the  ap- 
ports  so  prevalent  cause  me  to  discount  many  of  his  cases.  There 
is  no  doubt  of  his  extensive  knowledge  of  parapsychology,  and  he 
travelled  to  many  countries  with  mediums,  principally  Sybil  Leek, 
to  investigate  psychic  events,  so  his  accounts  agree  with  those  of 
other  writers  and  should  be  accepted. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
January  14,  2003 
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Holzer  , Hans 


How  to  make  things  happen  for  you  (Original  title  Charisma- 
tics);  New  York,  Ace  Books  (#34510);  (1971,  author)  195p, 

This  is  a "How  to  win  friends  and  influence  people"  book, 
using  charm  and  optimism.  Holzer  believes  that  astrology  and  a 
knowledge  of  ESP  are  beneficial. 

There  is  very  little  that  is  original  in  this  book,  but  it 
could  be  helpful  in  arranging  social  contacts. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  23,  2002 
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Holzer  , Hans 

Life  After  Death:  The  Challenge  and  the  Evidence;  New  York, 
Dell  Publishing  Co.,  Inc.;  (June,  1970),  (1969,  author)  204p. 

This  is  an  excellent  summary  of  the  evidence  for  survival  of 
human  personality,  and  especially  interesting  because  Holzer  gives 
information  about  his  personal  investigations  and  experiences. 

Actually  his  two  books,  this  and  ESP  and  You  confirm  my  own 
conclusions  after  years  of  reading  parapsychology  books.  His 
other  books  merely  examine  special  aspects  of  phenomena.  Apart 
from  a few  books  outside  the  field,  most  detail  personal  investi- 
gations and  he  appears  to  be  like  Hereward  Carrington  and  Harry 
Price:  wholly  devoted  to  promoting  the  subject. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  29,  2002 
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Holzer,  Hans 

The  Lively  Ghosts  of  Ireland;  8 Illustrations  by  Catherine 
Buxhoevedev;  New  York,  Ace  Books,  Inc.  (#H-47);  (1967,  author) 

191p  . 

Very  favorably  impressed  with  the  people  and  scenery  of 
Ireland,  Holzer  considered  buying  a home  there.  He  and  his 
wife  travelled  twice  through  the  country,  accompanied  by  Sybil 
Leek  as  medium. 

Several  investigations  were  fruitless,  and  others  differed 
little  from  the  usual  hauntings.  Holzer  once  lectured  represen- 
ting the  American  Society  for  Psychical  Research,  and  brought 
about  publicity  for  it  which  they  deemed  undesir eable , so  he  did 
not  represent  them  more  recently.  My  guess  is  that  his  direct 
and  unequivocal  view  of  ghosts  contrdicted  their  more  cautious 
approach . 

I consider  Holzer’s  investigations  worthy  of  close  study. 
His  practical  investigations  top  the  theoretical  musings  of  the 
majority  of  members  of  the  SPRs,  and  should  be  respected. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  8,  2002 
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Holzer , Hans 


Murder  in  Amityville;  New  York,  Belmont  Tower  Books  (#51408) 
(1979,  author)  288p  . 

Holzer  appears  to  have  been  consulted  to  investigate  the  sad 
killing  of  six  members  of  his  family  by  Ronald  DeFeo.  This  young 
man  appears  to  have  had  a history  of  irrational  acts  and  to  have 
loved  his  family,  but  he  tried  to  excuse  his  killings  by  saying 
that  he  could  not  control  himself.  Using  Johnson  as  medium,  Hans 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  a vengeful  Indian's  ghost  possessed 
Ronald  and  used  his  organism  to  destroy  the  family.  A movie  was 
made  with  Holzer’s  help. 

This  book  reprints  the  trial  proceedings  and  gives  Holzer's 
account  of  his  interview  with  Ronald.  Holzer  supports  the  view 
that  Ronald  was  possessed  and  not  responsible  for  his  actions. 

Unfortunately,  in  1981  Holzer  published  The  Amityville  Curse 
in  fiction  form  which  supported  his  view  that  the  house  itself  was 
impregnated  with  the  dead  Indian's  curse  and  that  three  couples 
who  shared  the  house  encountered  the  phenomena  and  several  deaths 
while  living  in  the  house.  Holzer  by  laying  on  the  horrors  very 
thickly  in  the  novel  destroys  to  some  extent  the  credibility  of 
the  earlier  book. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
January  14,  2003 
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Holzer  , Hans 


The  New  Pagans;  Garden  City,  New  York,  Doubleday  & Company, 
Inc.;  (1972,  author)  203p. 

This  is  a report  of  the  author’s  personal  investigation  of 
wicca  and  other  religious  cults,  mainly  small  groups,  in  USA. 
Some  of  them  issue  magazines  of  small  circulation  or  have  books 
or  pamphlets  published,  but  most  are  sincere  seekers  after  truth 
outside  of  orthodox  Christian  teaching. 

Holzer  seems  to  have  been  willing  to  accept  the  rituals  and 
beliefs  of  several  of  these  little  cults.  He  thinks  that  the 
black  mass  and  Satanism  is  very  limited,  but  mentions  LaVey. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  23,  2002 
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Holzer,  Hans 


PossessedI;  Greenwich,  Connecticut 
(#2891);  (1973,  author) 


Fawcett  Gold  Medal  Book 

208p. 


This  is  a popular  book  narrating  cases  of  possession  cured 
by  the  author.  Most  of  the  cases  are  identified  only  by  initials 
or  remain  anonymous  and  few  are  confirmed  by  other  than  the  men- 
tion of  such  investigators  as  Nandor^odor. 

Yet  the  book  covers  the  nature  and  problems  of  exorcism  in 
almost  all  its  ramifications,  and  although  the  reader  must  accept 
the  author’s  word  for  everything,  it  conveys  a clear  picture  of 
the  phenomena. 

It  makes  easier  reading  than  the  more  authoritative  books 
and  could  be  considered  an  introduction  to  the  subject. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
April  26,  1998 


3246  Portage  Avenue 

Winnipeg,  Manitoba  R3K  0Y9 
(204)  831-7777 

CELEBRATING 

The  First  Quarter  Century 

1962-1987 

Le  Premier  Quart  De  Siecle 

CA  SE  FETE! 

FiRStCilK'fiaist 


Holzer , Hans 


Psychic  Investigator;  New  York,  Manor  Books,  Inc.,  (1975) 
(1968,  author)  (#12334)  192p. 

In  the  first  chapter  the  author  outlines  his  beginnings 
of  interest  in  the  psychic  and  throughout  the  book  accepts  the 
reality  of  ghosts,  haunted  houses  and  other  psychic  phenomena. 
This  is  not  a scientific  study;  merely  a narration  of  cases  he 
was  involved  in  investigating.  He  used  Sybil  Leek  as  psychic 
and  knew  Eileen  Garrett;  lectured  on  psychic  phenomena  and  is 
said  to  have  been  internationally  renowned. 

His  style  is  rather  jaunty  and  popular,  easily  read,  but  not 
always  convincing.  One  merely  has  to  accept  his  word. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
November  23,  2002 

Note:  New  York,  Popular  Library,  (#1321),  no  date  144p. 
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Holzer,  Hans 


The  Reincarnation  Primer:  Patterns  of  Destiny;  New  York,  etc. 
Harper  & Row;  (1974,  author)  163p. 

Former  title:  Patterns  of  Desting. 

There  is  sufficient  additional  information  in  this  book  to 
make  it  a worthwhile  addition  to  his  earlier  Born  Again.  It  is 
apparent  that  the  subject  is  being  given  serious  consideration. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
January  7 , 2003 
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Holzer,  Hans 


The  Spirits  of  '76:  A Psychic  Inquiry  into  the  American 
Revolution;  Indianapolis/New  York,  The  Bobbs-Merr ill  Company, 
Inc,  (1976,  author)  177p. 

Following  up  on  some  earlier  investigations,  Holzer  tries 
using  a psychic  or  medium  and  psychometry  to  shed  light  on  some 
obscure  events  of  the  Revolutionary  period.  Whether  these  are 
authentic  or  not,  they  are  interesting. 

Holzer's  unexceptional  belief  in  psychic  phenomena  is  true 
one  has  to  accept  his  practical  work  as  a ghost  hunter  and  his 
knowledge  of  parapsychology. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  23,  2002 
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Holzer , Hans 


The  Truth  About  Witchcraft;  Richmond  Hill,  Canada,  Simon  & 
Schuster  of  Canada,  Limited;  (Second  Printin,  November,  1970); 
(1969,  author)  230p. 

Like  most  of  his  books,  this  is  based  on  personal  investiga- 
tion of  small  covens  and  information  from  Sybil  Leek,  but  in  ad- 
dition Holzer  provides  a fairly  good  outline  of  the  subject  from 
a historical  point  of  view.  He  points  out  that  the  "old  religion" 
predates  Christianity  but  admits  members  of  Christian  religions. 

He  suggests  that  many  witches  were  mediums  or  psychics,  and 
he  emphasises  that  parapsychology  recognizes  this. 

Although  he  denies  that  true  members  indulge  in  Satanism  or 
black  magic,  and  that  sex  is  merely  accepted  as  a natural  function 
without  orgiastic  significance,  he  admits  that  there  is  little  or- 
ganization, and  that  numbers  are  small,  limited  to  thirteen  in  the 
covens,  which  seldom  communicate  with  each  other. 

This  seems  a good  handbook. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
January  5,  2003 
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Holztr,  Haas 

Window  to  the  Past:  Exploring  History  Through  ESP; 

Garden  City,  New  York,  Doubleday  & Company,  Inc.  (1969, 

Holzer) ; Illustrated  by  Catherine  Buxhoeveden  247p. 

London,  Leslie  Frewia  (1970)  208p. 

Accepting  psychometry,  and  using  mediums  like  Sybil  Leek, 
Ethel  Johnson  Meyers,  Ronald  Hearn  and  Trixie  Allingham  as 
sensitives,  Holzer  has  investigated,  and  outlines  in  this  book, 
Stonehenge,  Linc<bln®s  assassination,  Nell  Gwyn,  early  discovery 
of  America,  Camelot  and  King  Arthur,  the  ship  ”Cons tella tion" , 
Mayerling,  a colonial  soldier,  Aaron  Burr. 

In  a closing  message,  he  expects  to  investigate  other 
historical  mysteries;  this  book  should  be  placed  with  Andrew 
Lang*s  Historical  Mysteries. 

I found  the  book  better  written  than  I expected  in  view 
of  the  author *s  prolific  output;  whether  his  conclusions  are 
justified  or  not  is  a question. 

Pocket  Books  of  Canada  (#77170),  (2nd  Printing,  March, 
1970)  232p. 


« 


Holzer  , Hans 


Yankee  Ghosts;  Illustrated  by  Catherine  Buxhoeveden;  In- 
dianapolis/Kansas City/New  York,  The  Bobbs-Merrill  Company, 

Inc.  (1966,  Holzer)  199p. 

Ace  Books,  Inc.  (#K“272)  191p. 

Do,  (#93951)  191p. 

This  was  Holzer’s  third  book  and  after  narrating  his  usual 
variety  of  ghostly  investigations  he  asks  readers  to  send  him 
accounts  of  their  experiences  in  case  he  can  help  them.  He  was 
forced  to  work  independently  of  any  organization,  but  thanks 
Eileen  Garrett  for  her  help  and  understanding. 

Holzer  mentions  the  American  Society  for  Psychical  Research 
respectfully,  and  is  always  forthright  in  declaring  his  beliefs 
in  a world  independent  of  the  body.  His  radio  and  TV  programs 
brought  him  hundreds  of  letters  and  he  could  not  possibly  do  all 
the  investigating  needed. 

Although  he  tells  of  help  from  psychics,  he  does  not  mention 
other  investigators.  Perhaps  no  one  as  well  qualified  as  himself 
was  available . 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  5 , 2002 
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Home,  D.  D 


Incidents  in  My  Life;  with  an  Introduction  by  tlud^e  Ed- 
monds; New-York,  Carle  ten;  1863  (1863,  Carleton)  xvi  315p, 

Second  Edition;  London,  F,  Pitman,  1864;  xvi  plus  288p 

Although  in  the  American  edition  on  page  97  an  Appendix 
is  mentioned  referring  to  the  Brewster  controversy,  this  is 
not  published.  Accordingly,  it  is  essential  to  retain  the 
Second  English  edition  which  contains,  in  addition  to  the 
Appendix,  an  introductory  preface  by  Home,  and  Introductory 
Remarks  by  a friend  who  apparently  also  contributed  an  addi- 
tional appendix  covering  historical  precedents  to  many  of 
Homers  phenomena. 

To  my  satisfaction,  at  least,  the  occurrence  of  Home’s 
levitations,  the  levitation  of  objects  and  movement  of  them 
without  human  contact,  and  the  existence  of  a force  able  to 
perform  these  phenomena,  is  proven.  I am  also  convinced  of 
Home’s  sincerity,  that  he  was  a Christian,  that  he  was  not 
aware  of  any  fraud  (or  the  cause)  relating  to  his  phenomena, 
and  that  much  more  attention  should  have  been  paid  to  these 
books  than  appears  to  have  been  done, 

I am  reasonably  sure  that  Balchin  did  not  read  either 
of  these  books  when  he  wrote  his  essay.  Balchin  seems  to 
have  started  from  the  premise  that  spiritualism  did  not 
prove  immortality,  and  that  anyone  believing  it  did  was  not 
honest.:^in  presenting  proof  of  phenomena  supporting  such  a 
belief. 

Home  appears  to  have  been  a semi-invalid  during  most  of 
his  life.  Poorly  educated,  but  a clear  and  expressive  writer, 
his  attitude  towards  the  opprobrium  and  calumny  heaped  upon 
him  is  exemplary  and  forbearing.  His  first  wife  believed  in 
his  phenomena  and  in  spiritualism,  to  which  she  was  introduced 
by  Home,  and  died  a few  years  after  their  marriave  believing 
that  she  would  keep  in  touch  with  him  from  the  scirit  world, 
which  Home  affirms  that  she  did.  His  second  wife  is  said  to 
have  written  two  biographies  of  him,  of  which  I have  only  one. 

I should  keep  looking  for  the  second  series  of  ^’Incidents’’ 


■ ( 


Home  5 D.  D. 


Lights  and  Shadows  of  Spiritualism;  New  York,  G.  W. 
Carleton  & Co.,  1879  (1877,  Home)  483p, 

The  first  216  pages  of  this  volume  summarize  the  early 
history  of  religious  belief  in*  spiritualism,  following  -which 
the  modern  history  is  given,  then  a resume  of  fraudulent 
practices  which  Home  exposes  and  deplores,  and  genuine  evi- 
dence which  he  uses  to  Illustrate  his  belief  in  immortality 
and  sommunica tion  of  spirits  with  earthly  living  people. 

I am  convinced  that  Home  was  sincere  in  his  belief,  and 
that  his  phenomena  were  genuine. 

Pag^s  301  to  328  com.prise  a devastating  examination  and 
review  of  Olcott’s  ^People  from  the  Other  World^\ 

Home  acknowledges  his  indebtedness  to  Howitt’s  History 
of  the  Supernatural  for  the  facts  on  which  his  early  chapters 
are  based.  These  chapters  form  a valuable  summary  for  ready 
reference.  Much  was  already  familiar  to  me  ■ from  other  books. 

This  book  is  worth  permanent  reference. 


Hook,  Donald  D. 


Madmen  of  History;  Middle  Village,  New  York,  Jonathan  David 
Publishers  (1976,  Publishers)  234p. 

Divided  into  three  categories,  this  book  summarizes  Despots, 
Assassins  and  Hangmen,  Henchmen  and  Mystices  infamous  for  cruelty 
and  mass  murders.  Some  of  the  details  are  sickening  to  read;  why 
subordinates  would  carry  out  such  orders  or  crowds  would  watch 
such  horrible  spectacles  dismays  me. 

This  is  a handy  reference  book,  but  the  many  tyrants  coming 
from  broken  homes  or  obscure  origens  is  remarkable.  Attainment 
to  power  seems  in  most  cases  to  have  been  due  to  personal  dedica- 
tion and  magnetism.  Many  seemed  to  have  been  convinced  early  in 
life  that  they  were  destined  to  be  important. 

However,  only  two,  Rasputin  and  Turner,  seem  to  have  had  any 
psychic  faculties,  and  these  are  not  confirmed  by  the  author  who 
offers  no  instances. 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
September  19,  2003 
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Hooker,  Lb  Roy 


Baldoon;  Toronto,  The  Poole  Publishing  Company,  1900 

(Rand,  McNally  & Co.,  1899)  278p. 

An  episodic  novel  about  events  near  the  waters  of  Syden- 
ham River  in  the  southwestern  corner  of  Lambton  County,  Ont., 
the  ten  chapters  narrate  in  homely  manner  happenings  to  rural 
people  involving,  in  Chapter  3,  ventriloquism  and  phrenology; 
in  Chapter  6,  a haunted  house  with  poltergeist  characteristics; 
and  in  Chapter  7,  hypnotism. 

Chapter  6,  which  may  have  been  based  on  the  happenings  at 
Epvvorth  in  John  V/esley’s  home,  is  the  most  important  from  ft  e 
viewpoint  of  psychical  research.  The  author  indicates  his  own 
doubt  that  the  rational  explanation  which  he  makes  available 
is  not  sufficient  to  explain  the  observations  of  trustworthy 
witnesses  of  the  phenomena. 

The  elements  of  the  supernormal  in  this  book  are  sufficient 
to  allov/  its  being  classified  as  fantasy;  its  style  and  content 
are  quite  similar  to  ’^The  Gulf  of  Years’’  by  Watson  Griffin. 


Hooker,  Le  Roy 


Enoch  The  Philistine:  A Traditional  Romance  of  Phil- 
istia,  Jilgypt  and  the  Great  Pyramid;  Chicago  and  New  York, 
Rand,  McNally  & Company  (1898)  ^ 2 50p. 

Heir  to  the  Roll  of  Enoch,  who  had  walked  with  God  be- 
fore the  flood,  Enoch  is  guided  by  the  1000-yea r-old  parch- 
ment to  forswear- violence  and  arms  and  settle  in  Egypt  with 
his  family  and  flocks.  Becoming  the  King^s  friend,  the  Roll 
instructs  him  how  to  construct  the  Great  Pyramid,;  and  this 
becomes  the  v/ork  of  his  life,  ^ ■ 

Killing  in  turnulanac  the  Robber  and  his  son  and  his' 
grandson,  Enoch  ultimately  returns  to  Phillstia.  Because  he 
fails  to  follow  the  instructions  implicitly,  his  wife  is  made 
barren  until  after  they  leave  Egypt  and  he  is  made  a prisoner 
by  the  Brothers  of  Gilence  led  by  a Hanac  and  the  King^s  son 
of  Egypt;  but  otherwise  he  is  protected  by  the  spirit  of 
Enoch  and 'divine  intervention. 

This  book  v^ould  be  of  great  interest  to  the  British- 
Israel  gNoup  as  it  confirms  the  purpose  of  the  Pyrammd  as,  a 
prophetic  structure,  built  at  the  center  of  the  known  world, 
and  with  every  passarzewa'y  significant.  As  an  example  of 
historical  fantasy,  this  is  only  fair. 

Dreams,  visions,  ou t-of-the -body  experiences,  and  the 
phenomena  of  prophecy  entitle  this  book  to  a place  in  the 
liters  ture"  of  fanta s.y  , f ic tion.  ' 


/ 


rope , Pob 

They  Pot  ?Te  Covered;  Illustrated;  with  a a introdu 
by  Pin^:  Crosby;  TTollywood  , California',  ^Eope,  19-1) 

This  is"  a sketchy  resume  of  Hope’s  career,  nainly  tbe 
text  illustrates  the  photographs,  and  concentrates  on  ^okes 
in  keeping  with  his^' usual  dia^logues* 

I suspect  that  this  paperback,  now  0’’er  forty  years  ol 
and  privately  printed,  is  now  guite  rare. 

It  if3  cf  little  importavice , except  to  Hope  iTajig. 


j 
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Hopley,  George 

Fright;  New  York/Toronto Rinehart  and  Company,  Inc. 
(1950,  Hopley)  245p. 

Blackmailed  by  a prostitute,  Prescott  Marshall  kills 
her  just  an  hour  prior  to  his  marriage,  moves  away  from-  New 
York  to  escape  justice,  kills  an  innocent  man  thinking  he  is 
a detective  working  undercover  at  his  place  of  business  and 
then  kills  the  detective  before  he  learns  that  the  detective 
v;as  after  his  boss  and  not  himself.  Fe^^ring  that  he  must 
always  be  on  the  run,  he  insists  that  his  wife  have  an  abor- 
tion when  she  becomes  pregnant;  this  kills  her  love  for  him, 
and  she  goes  back  to  New  York  Instead  of  to  San  Francisco 
with  him. 

Unable  - to  bear  being  alone,  he  goes  to  New  York  to  plead 
that  she- rejoin  him;  when  she  refuses,  he  strangles  her.  Fear 
makes  him  call  his  friend  who  was  best  man  at  the  wedding  and 
who  had  loved  his  wife  since  childhood;  the  friend,  realizing 
what  has  happened,-  suggests  that  he  commit  suicide  or  be  sur- 
rendered to  the  police.  He  hangs  himself  with  his  necktie. 

The  postscript  reveals  that  the  prostitute  had  not  been 
killed;  had  revived  v^ith  such  fear  that  she  renounced  the 
life  and  married  a transit  mo  toman,  had  one  child  and  with 
another  on  the  way:  at  least  they  were  legal. 

This  novel  is  merely  a sensational  study  of  fright  and 
its  psychological  effects  on  a man  v;ho  believes  himself  a 
hunted  killer.  There  are  hints  that  tbe  best  man  had  found 
the  girl  in  the  closet  and  had  freed  her;  then  later  in  the 
story,  it  was  the  landlady  who  discovered  her.  Inconsistent 
and  psychologically  or  character-wise  unbelievable;  plotting 
careless  and  contradictory,  the  story  is  one  of  tbe  poorest 
by  Woolrich-Irish. 


Hopley,  George 

Night  Has  a Thousand  Eyes;  New  York/Toronto,  Farrar  & 
Rinehart,  Inc.  (1945,  Hopley)  301p. 

I sold  the  Dell  paperback  edition,  which  identifies  the 
writer  as  William^Irish,  to  ‘Brent  Richard. 

This  is  an  exaspera tingly-written,  padded,  poorly  char- 
acterized novel,  but  it  deals  with  foreknowledge  or  prevision 
correctly  and  fatalistically,  in  a fictionalized,  artificial 
ma  nne  r . 

A 28  year-old  detective  meets  a girl  on  the  verge  of 
committing  suicide,  rescues  her,  and  becomes  involved  as  a 
bodyguard  for  her  father,  who  has  been  told  that  he  will  die 
under  unusual  circum.s tances  on  a certain  date  and  time.  In 
spite  of  a thorough  police  investigation  into  all  the  predic- 
tions made  by  the  psychic,  nothing  is  found  to  indicate  fraud 
the  psychic  commits  suicide  because  he  is  a simple  man  over- 
whelmed by  the  tragedy  of  his  gift  of  prevision,  unable  to 
understand  it,  unwilling  to  profit  by  it,  and  unable  to  bear 
the  consequences  of  it  on  the  people  whose  fate  he  foretells. 

If  it  were  properly  handled,  this  novel  could  have  been 
equal  to  Heinlein^s  ’’Lifeline'^  as  exposition  of  prevision  and 
the  fatalistic  philosophy  which  is  its  comcomi ttant . Even  in 
its  deplorable  handling,  it  is  a p^raphic  depiction. 


c' 


(» 


c 


,,'x 


/ 


HORIZON,  \3prlng,  1970,  Vol.  XII,  TTOo  2. 

The  general  theme  expounded  in  this  issue  is  a consid- 
eration of  reason  and  unreason  in  the  light  of  contemporary 
events  which  appear  to  show  that  young  people  today  are  re- 
pudiating science  and  technology  in  favor  of  emotional  ex- 
periences ^obtained  through  drugs,  alternative  living  styles, 
the  occulli,  and  generally  a new  kind  of  mass  insanity  which 
may  have  had  parallels  in  the  Crusades,  the  dancing  mania, 
and  various  other  social  sicknesses  details  of  which  can  be 
found  in  the  books  of  Charles  Hackay  and  others  known  to  me. 

Alvin  Toffler  summarizes  in  this  issue  his  then  forth- 
coming book  Huture  Shock,  in  which  he  blames  the  volume  of 
new  knowledge  and  its  difficulty  of  assimilation  for  the 
stress  at  all  levels  of  living  which  makes  people  resort  to 
extreme  emotional  outlets  for  relief. 

Of  particular  Interest  to  me  was  the  article  by  G-ilbert 
Highet  in  which  he  considers  the  art  of  Hleronymous  Bosch  as 
a forecast  of  the  hippie  culture  of  today.  This  is  impor- 
tant if  (pnsidered  as  an  instance  of*  prevision,  artistically 
presented  rather  than  in  the  form  of  fiction. 

Another  article  by  Lawrence  Malkin  Halfv^ay  to,  1984  is 
Informative  about  the  influence  of  Zamiatin  on  both  Huxley 
and  Orwell. 

1-03 1 of  the  articles  in  this  issue  ar'e  of  value  in  con- 
nection with  fantasy  and  science  fiction,  and  psychical  re- 
search, my  main  interests.  HORIZON  Is  a cultural  magazine, 
and  I was  rather  surprised  to  note  the  high  level  of  accepl 
tance  given  to  .material  from  these  esoteric  fields  of  ideas. 

There  is  much  in  this  issue  worth  extensive  study. 
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Horler,  Sydney 

The  Evil  Tiessen^^er;  London,  Hodder  So  Stou^^hton  Linited 
(ca.  1937)  ' 315p. 

The  title  pap*©  v/as  torn  out  of  the  copy  of  this  book 
which  I have. 

Dedicated  '*To  The  Eev,  liontague  Sunners  in  Deepest  Ap- 
preciation'\  it  would  be  anticipated  that  this  book  would 
deal  with  occultism  and  sa tan-worship  on  a scholarly  basis; 
•but  such  expectations  are  not  fulfilled. 

Like  Sunmers,  the  author  accepts  the  reality  of  super- 
normal phenomena,  and  the  magical  means  of  contact  with 
supernal  powers.  Stella  Loring  is  imperilled  by  a group  of 
satanists  led  by  Ea  thin  llenory,  whose  hypnotic  power  is  en- 
hanced by  the  '^evil  eye”,  and  although  past  middle-age  is 
still  sinisterly  handsome.  Her  lover  is  a^  newly  articled 
chartered  accountant  Harry  Sinclair,  whose  ambitions  are 
furthered  by  her  father,  a retired  tea -Importer , who  puts  up 
2000  pounds  for  a partnership  in  a new  firm, 

A friend  of  Stella  *s  entices  her  into  the  satanists; 
Memory  pursues  her  io  her  rural  home  in  Cornwall,  places  her 
home  and  her  father  under  a spell,  and  with  his  a ss  is  tan  t,  a 
renegade  priest,  gives  her  a iim.ited  time  in  ich  to  subm.it 
to  his  wishes,  or  see  h-'^r  father’s  death.  Harry,  disobeying 
the  injunction  to  stay  away  from  Trevelyn,  is  possessed  by  a 
devil  a'nd  used  as  a puppet  by  !!emory  to  kill  Stella’s  fa  the.r^ 
but  this  is  avoided  when  Memory  is  riefeated  by  an  occultist, 
Sebastian  Quin,  who  for  ten  years  has  battled  against'the 
powers  of  evil  and  who  acknowledges  ’.emory  to  be  his  chief 
foe,  and  his  assistant >Iar tin  Huish. 

A good  plot'  and  incidents  are  spoiled  because  of  faulty 
characterization,  puerile  handling  of  the  occult  material, 
and  sensational  rather  than  controlled  narration.  However, 
this  qualifies  as  fantasy,  but  of  poor  quality. 
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Horn,  Richard 

Encyclopedia;  Nev^?  Yorh,  Grove  Press  ( 1969 ),  (Horn)  157p , 

This  is  an  experimental  novel  in  the  form  of  cross-ref- 
erenced encyclopedia,  and  deals  with  hippie  life  in  Province - 
town  and  Hoboken,  Dedicated  to  Neal  Classady,  it  has  little 
value  apart  from  its  novel  form  of  presentation. 
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Horoku,  T 


.Madame  0;  New  York,  Audubon  Books  (Ace51540) ; (1970, 
Audubon  Films)  160p. 

This  is  well  above  average  for  a sex  novel,  but  it  is  a 
depressing  experience  to  read  it. 

The  narrator  is  a woman  doctor  who,  at  the  age  of  16, 
was  raped  by  three  boys;  her  unsympathetic  but  wealthy  father 
blamed  her  for  enticing  them,  although  she  was  an  innocent 
victim.  Achieving  her  own  clinic,  she  spent  her  nights  as  a 
prostitute,  revenging  herself  on  men  by  infecting  them  with  a 
syphilis  serum,  regardless  of  the  in,1ury  to  their  innocent 
wives  and  families  which  might  ensue. 

Her  female  assistant  helps  her  to  hire  a male  doctor  to 
ease  her  work  load  when  she  discovers  that  one  of  her  ^1ohns 
has  impregnated  her.  Delaying  the  abortion  from  fear  of  ex- 
posure and  loss  of  reputation,  she  finally  decides  to  abort 
herself,  faints  and  is  discovered  by  the  new  male  doctor  who 
is  sympathetic  and  loving  and  respectful,  and  says  he  will 
respect  her  secret. 

Bhe  falls  in  love  with  him  and  surrenders  herself  to 
him,  but  is  recognized  and  blackmailed  by  one  of  the  men  she 
had  serviced  and  infected.  Bhe  murders  him,  and  is  haunted 
by  her  conscience  and  memories.  Bhe  endeavors  to  sell  her 
home,  in  which  she  had  comjnitted  the  murder,  but  is  dissuaded 
by  her  lover,  who  has  taken  over  her  work  at  the  clinic  when 
she  deteriorates  by  seeking  relief  in  booze.  Her  health  is 
impaired,  and  she  finally  learns  that  her  lover  has  poisoned 
her  whisky,  and  that  he  has  really  been  resronsible  for  the 
abortion  she  performed  for  her  assistant,  and  that  her  lover 
and.  the  a ssistant;  have  planned  her  murder  and  the  taking  over 
of  her  clinic.  Bhe  escapes,  and  uses  her  car  to  kill  her 
lover,  then  commits  suicide  with  her  assistant  by  running  it 
over  a cliff  and  into  the  sea. 

There  is  no  explanation  given  as  to  how  the  story  was 
le ft  available . 

This  is  a sordid  and  revolting  book,  but  well  written 
and  interesting.  It  portrays  the  devastating  consequences 
of  indulgence  in  sex,  drink  and  crime,  yet  shows  sympathy 
with  the  human  condition  which  motivates  such  activity.  I 
doubt  that  1 would  care  to  re-read  it,  yet  is  has  worth. 
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Horsey,  Ella 

A Chant  of  Pleasant  Exploration;  London,  Psychic  Press 
Limited  (no  date);  Foreword  by  Rev.  Canon  A.  F.  Webling  197p. 

This  book  details  sittings  with  Mrs.  Leonard  with  Feda  as 
facilitating  communication  with  the  author’s  dead  brother.  It 
is  important  as  confirming  the  medium’s  authenticity. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
December  16,  2003 
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Horton,  Robert  J 


Rider  o’  the  Stars:  A IVestern  Story;  New  York,  Chelsea 
House  (1924)  306t}. 

The  general  situation  in  this  story  is  quite  sinilar  to 
that  in  Unwe  1 c one  3e t tie rs  by  James  Roberts”,  and  the  cast 
of  characters  likewise.  The  friendly  gunman  in  this  case  is 
not  an  officer  of  the  law,  but  a man  of  good  family,  who,  for 
no  particularly  good  reason,  uses  his  first  name  only;  the 
principal  villain  is  the  foreman  of  a neighboring  ranch,  a 
bad  gunman;  the  heroine  is  the  daughter  of  the  good  rancher, 
a girl  educated  in  the  eas-t  who  dislikes  having- na  tte  rs'se  t- 
tled  by  the  law  of  the  gun,  but  appreciates  her  nan  winning 
when  there  is  no  alternative.  The  son  of  tbe  rancher  is  the 
weak  lad  who  suspects  the  hero,  but  is  saved  for  the  dance - 
hall  girl  supports  her  half -nad , fa  the r who  is  in  the  power 
of  the  rustlers.' 

This  is  about  average  as  a' western. 

N.B.:-  This  book  has  pages  missing,  axud  I did  not  notice 
the.  lack  until  I reached  the  blank.  The  story  wasn’t  spoiled, 
but  I had  to  wonder  ^ust  what  the  original  discussion  was  be- 
tween the  rancher  and  the  hero  about  his  duties. 


'^The  Field-Book  of  a Jungle -V/allah;  Being  a Description  of  Shore,  River 
& Forest  Life  in  Sarawak"  by  Charles  Rose,  Hon,  3c. D.  (Cantab),  F.R.G.S., 
F.Z.3.,  etc.;  London,  H.F.  & G.Witherby,  1929. 

There  are  about  50  different  kinds  of  Angler-Fish,  all  having  the 
first  ray  of  the  dorsal  fin  placed  on  the  top  of  the  head  and  modified 
into  a line  and  bait.  The  Ceratioids , a group  Iving  in  mid-ocean, 
about  half-way  between  surface  and  bottom,  have  a luminous  bulb,  either 
set  directly  on  the  head,  or  else  at  the  end  of  a long  filament,  in 
some  cases  projecting  from  the  skull  and  looking  like  a rod  and  line. 

In  one  species  (Las iogna thus)  the  line  actually  extends  beyond  the  bait 
and  ends  in  a triangle  of  hooks. 

Of  these  Oceanic  Anglers,  all  the  free-swimming  fish  are  females, 
the  males  being  dwarfed  and  parasitic  on  the  females.  As  soon  as  the 
males  are  hatched,  and  while  relatively  numerous,  they  seek  the  females 
and  hold  fast  for  life.  At  first  they  hold  on  by  the  mouths,  then  the 
lips  and  tongue  fuse  with  the  skin  of  the  female,  the  Ibwo  fishes  then 
become  completely  united,  the  male  being  nourished  by  the  blood  of  the 
female  and  the  blood  system  of  the  two  being  continuous. 

Large  gadflies  have  under  each  of  their  first  pair  of  wings  a 
peculiar  "balancer",  like  a rudimentary  eye,  which  they  use  to  preserve 
their  equilibrium  when  in  flight.  V/hen  this  nerve  is  removed,  the  fly 
loses  its  orientation,  and  is  rendered  more  or  less  incapable  of 
effective  movment. 

It  is  a very  curious  fact,  noted  by  Dr.  Russel  Wallace  and 
confirmed  by  others,  that  moths  and  other  insects  are  not  attracted  by 
light  unless  the  light  has  been  shown  for  many  nights. 

3trange  natives  seemed  frightened  at  being  photographed  and  hid 
their  faces,  alleging  that  the  camera  was  an  instrument  used  to 
capture  their  sould.  "He  sets  up  a box  on  a stand;  first  he  moves  you 
about,  then  he  asks  you  to  keep  still;  and  before  you  know  it,  he  has 
caught  your  soul  and  put  it  in  the  box,  and  you  never  see  it  any  more. 

The  box  sucks  in  your  soul,  and  then  spits  it  out  onto  a piece  of  glass." 

"When  we  camped  for  the  night  and  were  waiting  for  supper,  for 
want  of  anything  better  to  do,  I began  to  drum  idly  on  the  enamelled 
tin  plates,  noting  the  different  sound  of  each.  To  my  surprise,  one 
of  my  men  came  up  and  begged  me  to  desist,  saying  that  I should  draw 
down  the  anger  of  the  3torm  Spirit  and  that  we  should  all  come  to 
disaster.  As  if  to  corroborate  his  words,  about  20  minutes  later  a 
storm  burst  on  us  such  as  I have  rarely  seen.  Gigantic  trees  and 
rocks  came  rolling  dov/n  the  mountain-side ; all  night  long  the  lightning 
and  thunder  were  incessant,  while  the  rain  added  to  our  discomfort,  and 
the  consternation  of  my  native  followers,  who,  like  all  simple  forest 
people,  live  in  spiritual  contact  with  the  supernatural.  V/e  were  all  of 
us  heartily  relieved  when  day  dawned  and  the  storm  ceased." 

"The  Bornean  Camphor-tree  ( Dryobalanops  aromatica)  is,  when  fully 
grown,  at  least  200  feet  in  height;  down  to  about  5 feet  from  the  ground 
it  is  straight-stemmed,  but  from  that  point  it  gradually  broadens  tov/ards 
the  roots.  It  is  between  this  point  and  another,  about  7 or  8 feet 
higher  up  the  stem,  that  the  camphor  crystals  are  found.  Camphor 
hunting,  however,  depends  for  its  success  upon  a knowledge  of  the 
individual  tree  and  its  condition;  for  unless  the  tree  is  exactly 
"ready"  for  felling,  the  labour  is  merely  lost. 

"To  discover  whether  this  is  the  case  or  not,  the  Punan’s  procedure 
is  both  methodical  and  truly  scientific.  He  first  selects  a tree  which, 


by  its  size  and  apparent  age,  is  likely  to  prove  productive.  Next,  he 
observes  the  leaves,  which,  at  a certain  stage,  exude  a sort  of  oily 
or  soapy  gum;  and,  as  a further  test,  cuts  a deep  notch  in  the  bole  of 
the  tree  with  a long  thin  axe.  He  then  widens  and  deepens  this  hole 
until  it  is  about  a foot  deep  in  the  tree,  and  a foot  in  height.  The 
outer  shell  of  the  tree,  which  is  usually  hollow,  is  nov7  half  cut 
through,  and  by  smelling  the  chips  of  the  wood  the,  Punan  can  judge, 
roughly,  at  what  stage  of  formation  the  crystals  are.  If  oil  of 
camphor  comes  out,  he  puts  a leaf-bucl®t  or  a tin  can  into  the  hole 
(the  walls  of  which  have  previously  been  burnt  with  fire),  so  as  to 
catch  the  oil.  The  next  day  he  returns,  and  carefully  notes  the  yield 
of  oil;  if  it  is  abundant,  he  decides  that  the  time  has  not  yet  arrived 
for  felling;  but  he  notes  the  tree  for  future  use,  because  he  knows 
that  in  a year  or  so  the  crystals  will  have  formed. 

later  stage  in  the  growth  is  inferred  from  the  presence  of  ^um 
and  a putty-like  substance,  rather  like  a soapy  dough,  where  there  was 
formerly  oil.  This  exudation  is  known  to  the  Punans  as  Paji  buta  or 
Kapor  buta  (blind  camphor). 

^*The  third  stage  is  when  there  is  very  little  oil  except  on  the 
outside  of  the  tree.  It  is  now  ripe  for  felling,  if  it  passes  the  other 
tests,  i.e.  the  smell  of  the  wood  and  the  age  of  the  tree  as  judged 
from  the  hollowness  of  the  sound  emitted  when  it  is  struck.  The  tree 
has,  naturally,  been  under  observation  for  some  considerable  time  and 
has  been  noted  as  such--for  the  Punan,  in  the  utterly  trackless  jungle, 
has  little  more  difficulty  in  locating  his  trees  than  a London  taxi- 
driver  has  in  taking  you  to  an  address  in  Bayswater.  Moreover  the 
cutting  of  the  trunk  seems,  so  far  from  harming  the  tree,  to  do  it 
good;  for  the  camphor-crystals  never  occupy  the  whole  of  the  trunk,  and 
there  is  always  a sort  of  flue  in  the  middle  of  the  tree.  This  flue 
seems  somehow  to  aerate  the  tree,  and  I am  inclined  to  think  that  it 
is  only  when  such  aeration  has  taken  place  that  crystals  can  be  formed. 
Camphor  contains  oxygen  in  its  composition,  the  chemical  formula  for 
Borneo  camphor  being  C10,H18,0,  at  least  in  its  crystalline  fom.  The 
mystery  which  the  Punan  has  solved  for  practical  purposes  still  remains 
for  science  to  elucidate;  but  it  seems  to  be  the' fact  that  the  Camphor 
tree,  like  certain  plants,  is  capable  of  absorbing  oxygen  from  the 
moisture  of  the  forest,  and  from  the  air. 

^NVhen  Punans  go  to  look  for  camphor,  they  are  both  methodical  and 
ceremonious,  and  many  restrictions  have  to  be  observed.  In  the  first 
place, they  will  not  work  for  more  than  a certain  mamber  of  days  in  the 
year  ( inoidenti.3rly , they  reckon  by  nights  spent  away  from  home,  rather 
than  by  days  of  work);  next,  they  may  speak  to  no  one;  if  anyone  calls 
to  them  they  refuse  to  answer.  Further,  omens  have  to  be  taken  with 
due  care,  by  the  observation  of  certain  birds  from  booths  specially 
built  for  the  purpose.  Here  they  sit  and  watch  for  the  appearance  of 
auspicious  birds,  meanwhile  smoking  native  cigarettes,  the  smoke  of 
which  is  supposed  to  carry  their  wishes  and  prayers  up  to  the  gods. 

All  this  time,  no  word  must  be  uttered  to  any  outside  party;  the  vYhole 
procedure  is,  perhaps,  partly  based  on  commercial  keenness;  but  there  is 
underljT-ing  it  a feeling  of  a Life  existent  in  what  to  us  seems  inanimate, 
or  anyhow  soulless,  creatures,  such  as  trees  and  creepers.  They  must 
not  speak  about  the  camphor-trees , for  instance,  for  fear  les  t the 
spirit  in  the  trees  should  hear  them,  or  be  informed  by  the  birds, 
and  their  expedition  prove  a failure.  On  the  same  principle,  if  their 
journey  is  up  the  branch  of  a river,  they  put  up  signs  on  a strip  of 
rattan  hung  across  the  stream,  so  as  to  make  it  main.,  i.e.  to  indicate 
that  it  is  consecrated  or  set  apart  for  a religious  or  semi -religious 
purpose.  The  act  is,  or  course,  a form  of  Taboo,  the  Punan  v/ord  used 
being  pantang ; but  it  also  indicates  the  work  on  v^/hich  the  hunters  are 
engaged. 
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"If  a stranger,  or  a member  of  another  community,  accidentally  or 
otherwise,  breaks  through  this  restriction,  and  speaks  to  the  Punans, 
he  realises  when  they  do  not  answer  him  that  they  are  engaged  on  some 
ceremonious  business;  but  if  a word  slips  out  from  a Punan,  the  party 
breaks  up;  for  they  say  "the  camphor  will  evaporate "--as  a matter  of 
fact  camphor  does  evaporate  on  exposure  to  air.  Another  curious 
restriction  is  that  if  camphor  has  been  obtained  it  must  not  be  shown. 

It  is  kept  wrapped  up  an  palm-leaves  or  bark-cloth,  which  in  its  turn 
is  enclosed  in  an  airtight  bamboo  case.  What,  however,  is  perhaps  the 
most  extra-ordinary  feature  of  the  whole  procedure,  is  that  a special 
language  is  used  throughout;  not  only  may  the  Punans  not  speak  to  any 
outsider,  but  teem  they  speak  to  one  another  they  use  a tongue  v/hich 
is  neither  Punan,  nor  Kayan,  nor  llalay,  nor  any  other  known  tsngm 
language,  but  may  perhaps  be  an  older  tongue  of  which  the  modern  Punan 
language  is  a descendant.  They  v;ant  some  means  of  communication  which 
no  one  but  themselves  can  understand;  their  use  of  it  is  like  that  of 
Thieves^  Latin,  or  Back-Slang . Some  of  the  camphor-hunters  of  Johore 
(the  Orang  Benua)  have  a similar  language,  and  also  some  of  the  Milanos, 
whose  language  corresponds  to  some  extent  with  that  of  Johore.  From 
this  it  would  seem  as  if  camphor  was  originally  collected  by  Malays; 
certainly  in  all  the  three  languages  there  are  Malay  traces,  and  it  is 
possible  that  the  Punans  may  have  taken  the  idea  of  using  a non-Bornean 
tongue  from  their  dealings  with  Milanos  and  Malays — very  much  as  in 
English  slang  a number  of  Romany  words  (e.g.  "tanner"  and  "pal")  are 
used  by  people  who  themselves  are  not  Romany  Chals  or  Romany  speakers." 

Mr.  H.  H.  Everett  discovered  a sonsiderable  surface  outcrop  of 
Stibnite  near  the* Tisam  river  (a  tributary  of  the  linear).  The  local 
tribes  objected  to  working  the  soil;  a Sebop  chief,  Aban  Jau,  predicted 
that  such  operations  would  distulrto  the  Earth  Spirit  (Hantu  Tana),  a 
deity  which  am^ong  the  Sebops  is  considered  next  to  Laki  Tenangang,  the 
Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe.,  and  would  be  attended  with  disaster. 

After  his  death,  work  was  started.  Several  Malays  and  others  engaged 
in  the  work  died  of  Beri-beri,  includinga  half-caste  foreman  named 
Lopes.  I could  hardly  help  thinking  that  the  disturbance  of  the  soil 
might  be,  in  some  obscure  way,  connected  with  our  calamities,  more 
especially  because,  at  that  time,  practically  nothing  was  known  about 
the  causes  of  Beri-beri. 

After  a pile  had  been  rained  it  was  left  forateile;  then  discovery 
was  made  that  some  had  disappeared.  It  was  traced  to  wild  pigs; 
possibly  they  had  eaten  the  stibnite  as  medicine,  perhaps  for  swine -fever 

Poison  from  the  Datura  flov/er  produces  stupefaction,  followed  by  a 
form  of  delirium,  in  which  the  victim  is  half -conscious  and  possessed 
by  hallucinations. 


Houdini,  Harry  (Kraske,  Robert 

Harry  Houdini:  Master  of  Magic;  Cover  byBob  Clark;  New  York 
Scholastic  Book  Services  (#TX  4212);  (1973,  Kraske);  Illus.  72p 

This  summary  of  Houdini’s  life  is  intended  for  children  and 
offers  no  new  information  to  me,  but  supplies  illustrations  which 
I do  not  recall  seeing  in  other  biographies. 

It  does  not  deal  in  depth  with  his  spiritualistic  activities 
so  is  of  no  importance  in  my  library. 
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Houdinl 


A Magician  Among  the  Spirits;  Illustrated;  New  York  and 
London,  Harper  Sc  Brothers,  1924  (1924,  Houdini)  ; Appendices; 
Index  294p. 

Photographic  reprint;  New  York,  Arno  Press  (1972) 

(Chapters  7,  8,  9,  and  16  are  reprinted  in  The  Case  for 
and  Against  Psychical  Belief,  a symposium  edited  by  Carl  Mur- 
chison, omitting  several  plates,  but'  with  one  new  plate  sub- 
mitted to  the  editor  by  Houdini  before  he  died.) 

This  is  probably  -the  fullest  exposition  of  Houdini ’s 
views  on  spiritistic  phenomena,  and  presents  his  wish  to  get 
messages  from  his  mother  and  friends,  with  a dozen  of  whom  he 
had  made  pacts  to  communicate  after  death,  but  without  suc- 
cess. His  obvious  bias  against  Home  may  possibly  be  explain- 
ed by  Homers  belief  in  comm.unica tion  against  his  own  disap- 
pointment at  lack  of  success. 

Houdini  had  one  of -the  largest  libraries  in  the  world  of 
books  and  magazines  relating  to  spiritistic  phenomena,  but  I 
am  sure  that  he  had  insufficient  time  to  study  it  thoroughly. 
He  quotes  material  not  available  to  me,  but  omits  much  that  I 
could  quote.  Apart  from  those  sections  of  his' .work  which  de- 
scribe his  ovm  experiences  and  contacts  with  sniri tualis ts , 
and  his  declarations  that  nothing  he  ever  witnessed  would  be 
accepted  by  him  as  other  than  fraud  or  conjuring,  and  the 
evidence  which  he  gives  from  interviewing  magicians  and  me- 
diums, the  historical  viev/s  are  biassed.  On  page  263  he 
quotes  a.' letter  saying  that  Carrington,  while  tourinr  with 
Palladino,  purchased  luminous  paint  from  the  writer  v/ho  was  a 
supplier  of  magic  paraphernalia.  This  may  have  been  his  ori- 
ginal source  of  suspicion  against  Carrington,  which  he  later 
expressed  in  connection  with  the  ^’Margery”  case. 

Houdini  had  valid  reasons  for  his  views,  but  these  did 
not  permit  him  an  unbiassed  view,  nor  did  he  have  time  to 
study  the  historical  or  literary  evidence  in  detail.  He  did 
not  know  the  full  story  of  the  Brownings,  for  instance,  which 
was  not  revealed  until  after  he  died.  He  cannot  be  faulted 
for  this,  of  course. 

I suspect  that  much  of  the  research  for  this  book  was 
done  by  his  secretary  Sargent. 

There  are  numerous  errors  of  spelling  and  detail  which 
should  have  been  caught  by  knov/ledgable  editing. 


Hondini,  Harry 


Margery  the  Medimn  Exposed;  Also  tToaquin  Maria  Argamasilla 
The  Spanieard  with  X-Hay  Eyes;  Illustrated;  New  York,  Adams 
Press- Publishers  {1924,  Houdini)  40p. 

■ This  pamphlet  I believe  was  given  me  by  Nate  Arkin,  who 
also  presented  me  v/ith  the  scribbler  containing  Ham.il ton’s 
clippings  concerning  psychical  research. 

It  is  principally  concerned  with  Houdini ’s  version  of  the 
Scientific  American’s  investigation  of  ^’Margery-’,  and  includes 
on  page  22  a letter  which  he  addressed  to  Dr.  Prince  su^^p-es- 
ting  that  Carrington  be  relieved  of  his  position  as  a member 
of  the  Goirmittee.  This  supports  what  is  alleged  against  Car- 
rington as  a lover  of  '’Margery”.  . 

It  appears  clear  that  ’’i'largery”  and  her  husband  were  in 
collusion  to  present  her  . faked  phenomena  as  genuine;  but  I am 
inclined  to  reserve  any  -final  opinion,  ,1ust  as  Carrington  did. 


Houdini  and  Dunninger 


Magic  and  Mystery:  The  Incredible  Psychic  Investigations 
of  Houdini  and  Dunninger;  New  York,  Weathervane  Books;  (1967, 
Liberty  Library  Corporation)  202p. 

The  articles  reprinted  in  this  volume  are  without  the  il- 
lustrations which  appear  to  have  accompanied  their  original  ap- 
pearance, those  of  Dunninger  probably  in  Gernsback’s  SCIENCE  & 
INVENTION,  and  those  of  Houdini  from  notes  made  on  the  basis  of 
his  personal  investigations  of  fraudulent  mediums  and  his  large 
library  of  magic  and  psychic  books. 

These  notes  are  poorly  written  and  the  book  is  not  well 
edited.  It  is  useful  as  a guide  to  many  of  the  tricks  used  by 
fraudulent  mediums,  but  it  mentions  only  one  instance  of  phe- 
nomena (granting  its  actual  occurrence)  which  psychical  resear- 
chers might  wish  to  check:  the  thoughts  of  a decapitated  brain 

after  its  severance  from  the  body. 

Every  other  instance  concentrates  on  actual  findings  of 
fraud  on  the  part  of  famous  and  infamous  mediums,  ignoring  those 
facts  which  convinced  researchers  of  the  genuine  phenomena  which 
exist.  This  is  a fault  of  most  sceptical  books. 

Valuable  for  its  comments  by  both  men  concerning  famous 
people,  its  bias  must  always  be  recognized. 

Note:  New  York,  Tower  (#T09554),  1968  202p. 

Earlier  Tower  (#44-988)  was  entitled:  Houdini’s  Spirit  World 

Dunninger^s  Psychic  Revelations,  1968  202p. 
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Hough,  Emerson 


The  Mississippi  Bubble:  How  the  star  of  good  fortune  rose 
and  f«ii  set  and  rose  again,  by  a woman’s  Grace,  for  one  John  Law 
of  Lauriston;  Illustrations  by  Henry  Hutt;  Indianapolis,  The  Bowen 
“Merrill  Company  (April,  1902,  author)  452p. 

Another  issue,  smaller  size,  red  cloth  cover  with  silver  let- 
tering on  frony  cover,  gold  on  spine;  pagination  identical 

London,  Methuen  St  Go.,  1903,  with  Methuen’s  catalogue  for 
1903  instead  of  Bowen-Merrill ’ s which  was  in  the  American  edition. 

The  Mississippi  Bubble  (no  subtitle);  frontispiece  only  by 
Henry  Hutt;  New  York,  McKinlay,  Stone  St  Mackenzie  (1902,  Hough  452p 

(This  volume  from  a set  of  Hough’s  works,  with  covered  wagon 
endpapers  and  bound  in  imitation  leather) 

For  many  years  I have  been  fascinated  by  John  Law  as  a finan- 
cier, and  this  novel  attempts  to  portray  him  as  a gentleman  gambler 
who  was  honest  and  capable,  and  whose  ideas  on  paper  money  and 
credit  have  been  largely  adopted  in  modern  times,  but  were  foiled 
by  the  French  Regent  after  the  death  of  Louis  XIV.  Orleans  had 
debased  the  currency  against  Law’s  advice,  ruining  the  nation  and 
the  Mississippi  scheme. 

The  story  centers  around  Law  falling  in  love  with  Catharine 
Knollys  who  aided  him  to  escape  from  prison  after  condemnation  for 
killing  Wilson  in  a duel.  Her  friend,  a false  woman  enamored  of 
Law,  supplanted  Knollys  and  went  to  Canada  and  the  Mississippi  with 
Law,  bearing  him  a daughter.  Discovering  her  baseness.  Law  let  her 
go  in  company  with  a Lieutenant  met  in  Canada,  from  whom  she  parted 
to  become  the  secret  mistress  of  the  Regent.  Exposed  by  Law,  the 
woman  died  from  shock;  Knollys  refused  Law’s  advances  despite  his 
admission  of  error  until  after  his  ruin  when  she  went  to  his  rescue. 

Law’s  daughter  had  been  cared  for  apart  from  him,  according 
to  Hough. 

Mackay’s  Extraordinary  Popular  Delusions  and  the  Madness  of 
Crowds  (1892),  states  that  Law  shot  Uilso;  Hough  says  the  killing 
was  by  swordthrust,  Hackay  says  Law’s  wife  and  daughter  were  in 
Paris  living  apart  from  him  because  of  the  threats  to  his  life  by 
the  populace;  Hough  indicates  that  Law  was  not  married  to  either 
woman.  On  page  4,  Mackay  says  Law  spent  14  years  wandering  in 
Europe;  Hough  says  Law  spent  3 years  in  Canada  and  near  the  Mis- 
sissippi, Such  discrepancies  raise  questions  of  fact. 

Although  told  in  elegant  manner.  Hough’s  novel  is  well 
written  and  interesting,  but  if  Mackay  is  right,  it  must  be  viewed 
as  a romance,  rather  than  as  historical  fiction. 
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Hough,  Lynn  Harold 


The  Quest  for  Wonder  and  Other  Philosophical  and  Theologi- 
cal Studies;  New  York/Cincinnati,  the  Abingdon  Press  (1915,  au- 
thor) 302p. 

The  early  essays  describe  the  transition  from  a material- 
istic to  a spiritual  view  of  life  quite  well.  The  phipsophical 
praise  Eucken  and  Bergson,  criticising  Spencer  for  failing  to 
acknowledge  the  spiritual. 

The  theological  essays  struck  me  as  similar  to  the  lack  of 
importance  of  the  idea  of  angeles  dancing  on  the  point  of  a 
pin.  Arguments  about  religious  beliefs  get  nowhere;  fanatics 
cannot  be  swayed  from  their  positions,  and  because  of  human  ig- 
norance, no  one  can  be  sure  of  being  right. 

So  many  world  religions  make  it  impossible  to  study  them 
all,  so  the  attempt  to  follow  the  teachings  of  Jesus  is  the  best 
guide  to  lif  e . 


Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
February  7 , 2004 


I have  donated  this  book  to  our  son  Ray. 
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Houghton,  Claude 

The  Kingdoms  of  the  Spirit;  London,  The  C.  W.  Daniel 
Co.  Ltd.  (3rd  ,ed.  , 1947;  1924,  1938)  122p. 

This  is  a somewhat  labored  and  metaphysical  essay  which 
emphasises  that  the  real  life -Is  spiritual  and  the  life  of 
experience  is  illusory.  His  view  is  based  on  the  Law  of 
Karma;  what  we  view  as  miracles  are  due  to  our  ignorance,  as 
natural  law  governs  all  phenomena.  The  man  of  genius  is  one 
who  sees  the  reality  and  can  convey  his  view  of  it  through 
art,  music,  or  prophecy. 

Houghton’s  real' name  was  Oldfield;  see  the  Readers’ 
Encyclopedia. 

His,  philosophy  is  that  of  a mystic,  but  supports  the 
view  presented  by  J.  B.  Hunt. 


Hough ton j Claude 

Phssport  to  Paradise;  London,  Collins  (Services  Hdition) 
(title' page  and  pages  27-30  inclu^^e , missing)  2,56p* 

Tiarkham,  a self-made  business -man,  is  bewildered  when  .his 
wife  of  12  years  of  close  marriage  and  with  two  boys,  tells 
him  that  she  has  fallen  in  love  with  a God -like  man  and  will 
leave  him  when  her  lover  .signifies  his  readiness  to  have  her. 
She  had  taken  a vacation  trip  to  the  Continent  with  a promis- 
cuous friend  after  Ilarkham  had  insisted,  against  his  wife’s 
better  Judgment,  on  sending  their  sons  to  a boarding  school 
with  a view  to  their  later  entering  Eton.  Because  she  has  the 
social  graces  essential  to  llarkham’s  image  of  himself,  he  is 
unable  to  visualize  a future  without  her;  and  he  and  a friend, 
also  a self-made  businessman,  have  realized  that  their  day  is 
done,  and  that  in  the  future  industrialized  society  they  will 
be  outmoded. 

His  wife  Ilerle  is  an  intelligent,  beautiful,  but  neurotic 
woman  who  had  attempted  suicide  before  they  married,  and  who 
told  him  before  marrying  him  that  she  did  not  love  him.  She 
had  functioned  ideally  as  his  wife  until  she  became  enamored 
of  Yashvin,  the  Hussian-Italian.  Totally,  at  a loss  about  how 
to  deal  with  the  crisis,  Markham  consults  a novelist  friend  of 
his  wife’s  named  Brent,  though  Brent  interferes  against  his  own 
better  Judgment  and  warns  Markham  that  Merle  will  not  be  in- 
fluenced. 

Among  their  intimate  friends,  the  !iarkhams  are  !^arJorie 
and  Halph  Dawes,  i!arJorie  the  promiscuous  friend  of  her  trip 
and  Ralph, a disillusioned  war  veteran  who  lives  by  his  wits. 
Dawes  had  known  a bar  maid  whom  I.!arkham  had  set  up  as  his  mis- 
tress and  then  abandoned  when  he  married  Merle,  and  who  had 
drunk  herself  to  death  soon  after.  Markham  had  never  let  his 
wife^  kno-w,  -and  Dawes  used  the  knowledge  to  blackmail  ’''■arkbam, 
Markham  and  Brent  go  to  the  Continent  and  interview  Yashvin, 
who  agrees  to  use  his  insane  wife  and  his  loved  son  as  excuses 
to  break  off  relations  with  Merle,  whom  he  has  considered  no 
more  than  a love -interlude,  7/hen  she  learns  his  decision,  she 
commits  suicide  rather  than  continue  as  Markham’s  wife. 

This  whole  sophisticated  novel  is  based  on  Markham’s  at- 
tempt to  build  his  life  on  the  illusion  that  he  could  become  a 
social  success  by  ignoring  his  own  nature  and  origins.  It  is 
a study  of  the  various  characters  portrayed,  and  interesting. 
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House,  Elwin  Lincoln  (D.D.) 


How  to  Heal  One’s  Self  and  Others;  Introduction  by  Jason  N. 
Pierce,  D.D.;  New  York,  etc.,  Fleming  H.  Revell  Company,  (1924) 

213p. 

This  beek  is  of  value  for  its  Biblical  quotations  relating 
to  health,  and  the  author  writes  on  the  various  kinds  of  healing 
respecting  only  surgery  and  pointing  out  that  the  churches  of  his 
day  were  not  practising  as  Jesus  had  empowered  his  followers  to 
do.  Doctors  and  drugs  depended  on  materialistic  physical  views 
of  the  body,  whereas  most  sicknesses  were  caused  by  mental  and 
psychic  troubles. 

As  in  most  books  of  this  kind,  the  author  describes  God  as 
all-powerful,  yet  allowing  conditions  shameful  and  horrible.  To 
what  extent  he  attributes  such  things  to  the  Devil  is  not  clear. 

Chester  D.  Cuthbert 
September  19,  2003 


(Note:  I have  given  this  book  to  Ray.) 
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CENTRE 


MANITOBA 


House,  Elwln  L,  (D.D,) 


The  Psychology  of  Orthodoxy;  New  York/Chicago/Torohto/ 
London  and  Edinburgh,  Fleming  H.  Revell  Company  (1913,  Pub- 
lishers; Portrait  frontispiece  265p. 

This  book  is  a defence  of  orthodox  church  religion  as 
contrasted  with  New  Thought  and  Christian  Science.  Although 
the  author  deplores  the  fact  that  healing  has  gradually  been 
abandoned  by  the  orthodox  church  and  left  to  medical  science, 
he  states  that  spiritual  healing  through  suggestion  and  auto- 
suggestion is  still  available  to  those  who  recognize  that  God 
is  in  and  with  us  always,  and  that  we  merely  have  to  accept 
this  reality  to  adopt  the  psychological  attitude  which  will 
lead  to  the  optimum  state  of  health.  This  contrasts  with  the 
mental  factor  in  Christian  Science  and  New  Thought,  whose  ’ 
teachings  lead  away  from  the  spiritual. 

A few  instances  of  the  power  of  suggestion,  and  answers 
to  prayer  are  given,  and  there  are  some  valuable  hints  of 
psychological  attitudes.  In  general,  the  author  recoe^nizes 
that  both  Christian  Science  and  New  Thought  are  helpful,  but 
he  recommends  the  more  spiritual  attitude  of  orthodox  Chris- 
tianity as  superior. 

Although  many  quotations  from  the  Bible  are  used  to 
bolster  the  author’s  arguments,  and  the  exposition  is  in  a 
religious  vein,  this  book  is  a useful  commentary  on  the  com- 
parison of  the  three  fields  of  thinking. 
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Hcusman,  Laurence 

Angels  and  !!inist9rs,  and  Other  Victorian  Plays;  London, 
Jonathan  Cape  (Travellers’  Library,  1926);  (1921,  1922)  140 


plus  95  pages. 

Contents 

Part  One:  Angels  and  ’Ministers 

1.  The  Queen:  God  Bless  Herl  15 

2.  His  Pavorite  Viewer  47 

2.  The  Comforter  62 

Part  Two:  Possession  (A  Peep-Ghow  in  Paradise)  89 

Part  Three:  De thronements 

5.  The  King-l'Iaker  13 

6.  The  ?-.!an  of  Business  25 

7.  The  Instrument  71 


I read  Part  T'^o  as  published  in  a separate  volume,  and 
pieced  it  in  my  fantasy  collection,  though  I have  no  recollection 
of  what  it  is  like,  and  apparently  I read  it  before  I commenced 
keeping  notes  of  my  reading. 

These  plays  are  imaginary  interviews  of  important  political 
personages,  mostly  at  the  end  of  their  careers.  Queen  Pic  tor la , 
and  Disraeli  ;(?');  Glads  tone  and  Horley  ;Parnell  and  Catharine; 
Joseph  Chamberlain  and  Jesse  Ceilings;  Hoodrow  Wilson  and  his 
secretary  Mr.  'Djmulty. 

cinoe  the  book  is  of  minimal  interest  to  me,  T am  placing 
it  with  the  individual  volume  of  Possession  in  my  fantasy  col- 
lection. I may  decide  to  dispense  with  either  or  both,  if  cir- 
cumstances permit. 
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Housman,  Laurence. 

What  Next?:  ProT/ooative  tales  of  Faith  and  Nora  Is; 
London,  Jonathan  Gape  (1938)  ^ 336pp. 


^ Contents 

1.  Preface 

2.  A God  and  Kis  liakers 

3.  The  Man  Who  Did  Not  Pray 

4.  The  Eye-Opener 

5.  The  Watchers 

6.  Hidden  Identity 
Good  Succour  (7,) 

8.  The  Catch  of  the  Cherub 

9.  The  Fall  of  the  Sparrow 

10.  ^Improved  Relations^ 

11.  The  Cry  of  the  Parrot 

12.  A Stranf^e  Coincidence 

13.  The  Devil  Help  Us  I 

14.  Happy  Despatch 

15.  A Clean  Conscience 

16.  The  Flag  of  Peace 

17.  Sea -Change 

18.  An  Unexplained  Miracle 

19.  Their  Own  Image 

20.  The  Tuppenny  Twins 

21.  Aunt  Janes’s  Tea -Blend 

22.  A ’Don’t  Tell’  Tale 
^23.  Sweets  to  the  Sweet 

'24.  A Shocking  Recovery 

25.  Happy  Deliverance 

26.  The  King’s  Dream 

27.  The  Beginning  of  Wisdom 

28.  ’The  Twinkling  of  an  Eye’ 

29.  Little  Pear-Blossom 

30.  Uncovenanted  Mercies 

31.  Food  for  Babes 

32.  The  Distorting  Mirror 
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These  tales  de-bunk  religion,  and  are  literarily  escellent. 
fZ  outlines  the  need  of  god  for  man;  #3  praises  the  nan  who  is 
self-sufficient;  #4  tells  of  the  meeting  in  heaven  of  a man  and 
his  estranged  wife;  #6  is  a transmigration  of  sould  or  transfer 
of  personality  story;  #5  is  a true  incident  of  the  Shakers;  yfw 
tells  how  a shoemaker  made  winter  shoes  for  a saint;  fs  shows 
ho\v  embarrasing  for  a cleaning  lady  the  finding  by  her  cat  of  a 
cherub  can  be;  /9  shov;s  the  disastrous  result  of  a direct^ 
answer  to  prayer;  #10  describes  the  meeting  of  a husband  with 
the  wife  he  murdered;  #11  is  a tale  of  karma;  #12  of  reincarna- 
tion, when  a lad  finds  he  has  been  brought  up  to  worship  as  a 
saint,  himself  in  a previous  incarnation;  #13  the  irony  of  the 
devil  answering  a prayer;  #17  a virgin  missionary  with  13  women 
shipwrecked  on  a desert  isle  starts  a legend;  #18  missionaries 
refuse  to  recognise  a miracle  because  a heathen  convert  works 
it;  #19  shows  god  with  the  vices  of  human  beings;  #21 ^is  a gentle 
ghost  story;  #26  hov\!  the  king  was  cured  of  insomnia;  #27  science 
or  theory;  #28  a faulty  miracle;  #29  sex^needs  of  female  saints; 
#30  epidemic  of  pregnancy  in  a convent;  #31  Imaginary  or  real?; 
#32  can  we  see  life  as  it  is? 

. Irony  is  the  keynote  of  the  non-fantasy  items,  many  of 
which  are  very  good. 


Howard,  Blanehe 

The  Iimortal  Soul  of  Edwin  Carlysle;  Toronto,  McClelland 
and  Stewart  Limited  (1977,  publishers)  234p, 

Carlysle  determines  to  investigate  the  nature  of  the  soul 
and  immortality,  and  uses  time  from  his  research  program  to 
further  this  private  inquiry.  His  wife,  and  his  friend  Franz 
Hoffman,  assist  him  in  both  phases  of  his  work,  and  do  some  of 
his  main  job  to  cover  up  the  time  he  loses. 

They  are  Joined  by  an  ugly,  but  intelligent  woman  who  is 
taking  a year  off  from  UCLA.,  and  who  gains  a hold  on  Carlysle 
through  seances  and  fraudulent  ESP  claims.  She  is  in  love 
with  Carlysle,  but  realizes  that  she  cannot  compete  with  Edwin 
Carlysle *s  beautiful  blonde  wife,  so  insists  that  Carlysle’s 
psychic  energy,  which  she  equates  with  sexual  en;^ergy,  be  con- 
served by  his  severing  marital  relations.  Before  Carlysle  is 
convinced  of  the  fraud,  he  has  ruined  his  marriage;  his  wife 
takes  lovers,  and  ultimately  accepts  the  offer  of  Hoffman  to 
marry  him. 

Carlysle’s  researches  involve  his  becoming  an  apparent 
epileptic,  but  Hoffman  feels  that  the  problem  is  more  likely 
hysteria,  Carlysle  is  convinced,  however,  that  during  his 
attacks  he  can  project  his  astral  self,  and  can  view  from 
outside  his  body  events  taking  place  while  he  is  immobilized. 
He  keeps  track  of  his  secret  researches  by  notes  placed  under 
the  letters  of  the  Greek  alphabet  in  his  regular  research 
notes,  which  are  seldom  referred  to  by  himself  or  by  his  fel- 
low workers. 

These  notes,  after  his  death,  are  published  in  the  Amer- 
ican Physics  Journal  at  length,  and  include  many  personal  and 
private  reflections.  This  presentation  of  the  story  has  many 
faults;  the  story  is  told  from  entries,  from  letters,  in  the 
third  person,  and  from  so  many  points  of  view  that  the  reader 
cannot  accept  such  presentation  as  plausible. 

The  book  physically  is  well  bound  and  printed;  but  the 
proCf-reading  left  much  to  be  desired;  printers*  errors  are 
numerous. 

Although  there  are  flaws  in  the  story,  on  the  whole  it 
tries  to  offer  an  **ei ther/or**  solution;  the  reality  of  psy- 
chic phenomena,  or  the  hallucinations  and  illusions  of  hys- 
teria/. This  is  quite  cleverly  worked  out,  and  there  are 
many  ideas  in  the  story  (based  on  the  "double -helix  idea  in 
genetics)  which  might  suggest  research  along  the  lines  mapped 
out  by  Carlysle. 


Hov/ard,  E,  Lee,  D.D. 

My  Adventure  into  Spiritualism;  Froiitispiece ; New  York 
The  Macmillan  Company,  1935  , 181p 

Written  by  a congrega tionalist  minister  who  kept  his 
church’s  faith  but  acknowledged  the  phenomena  and  teachings 
of  spiritualism,  this  book  is’  of  importance  because  mention 
is  made  of  B,  F.  Austin,  the  Bangs  Sisters,  ’’Margery”,  the 
Wicklands  over  a period  of  five  years,  during  which  Doyle 
visited  them,  and  his  conviction  after  25  years  seances  of 
the  reality  of  communication  with  the  dead. 

He  acknowledges  that  lying  spirits  and  fraudulent  me- 
diums exist,  and  is  apparently  fairly  credulous.  Against 
him  is  his  admission  of  mental  illness,  and  my  belief  that 
the  practise  of  seances  modifies  the  personality  of  sitters 
and  ultimately  leads  them  to  be  as  uncritical  as  Doyle. 

This  is,  however,  a witness  in  favor  of  spiritualism. 


Howard,  Robert  E 


Heroe.s  of  Bear  Greek;  New  York,  Aee  Fantasy  Books 
(#32815),  (November,  1983)  , (1975,  1966,  1979)  423p. 


Contents 

!•  A Gent  from  Bear  Creek 

2.  The  Pride  of  Bear  Greek 

3.  Mayhem  on  Bear  Creek 


3 

207 

321 


I had  read  the  first  two  books  in  the  hardcover  edition 
and  so  I read  only  the  third  from  this  paperback.  It  is  a 
series  of  short  s^tories  like  the  other  volumes,  humorously 
tall  tales  involving  the  likable  Breokenr^e  Elkins^  a giant 
Paul  Bunyan  of  the  back  woods,  who  demolishes  his  enemies 
effortlessly  and  is  immune  to  mortal  weaknesses,  apart  from 
his  liking  for  pretty  girls  and  his  constant  fruitless  tries 
to  interest  themin  himself. 


These  make  en^loyable  light  reading. 
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Howard,  Robert  E.  . ' . \ ' 

A Gent  from  Bear  Creek;  Test  Kingston,  Rhode  Island, 
Donald  M,  Grant,  -1965  BlSp. 

Thirteen  short  stories  about  Breckinridge  Elkins,  the 
Nevada  giant,  told  by  himself  with. a mixture  of  naive tte  and 
braggadocio  which  conveys  humor  pleasantly.  These  stories 
are  mountain-we stern,  in  dialect,  and  very  well  written,  but 
with  the  exaggeration  which  makes  the  reader  chuckle. 

This  is  a mood  which  Howard  must  have' used  sparingly, 
and  is  surprising  to  a reader  who  knows  him  mainly  from  his 
weird  fiction.  Interesting  and  'entertaining , but  of  no  ner- 
manent  value  excepting  to  collectors  of  Ho^*ard. 

The  Pride  of  Bear  Creek,  a sequel,  is  inferior;  and  in 
an  introduction,  Glenn  Lord  says  that  the  first. book  was  a 
novelization  which  was  undertaken  at  the  request  of  the  firm 
of  British  publishers  v^/hich  first  printed  the  book. 


Howard,  Robert  E. 


The  Pride  of  Bear  Creek;  Rhode  Island,-  (West  Kin^^ston) 
Donald  H,  Grant,  1966  ' 221p, 

This  sequel  to  A Gent  from  Bear  Creek  is  inferior  to  the 
earlier  book,  and  quite  repetitious.  There  is  nothing  new  in 
it,  and  it  is  not  worth  keeping^excep ting  as  part  of  a Howard 
collection. 
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Howard,  Robert  S. 

The  Vultures;  and  Shov^down  at  Hellos  Canyon;  Illustra- 
tions by  Stephen  Fabian;  Afterword  by  Glenn  Lord;  Lake- 
niont,  Georgia,  Fictioneer  Books  Ltd.,  19  73  190p. 

Contents 

1.  The  Vultures  13 

B.^Showdown  at  Hellos  Canyon  143 

The  Vultures  are  led  by  the  Town  Marshal,  and  prey  on 
gold  and  cattle  shipments  from  a new  mining  community  where 
a rough  element  predominates.  The  Marshal  or  Sheriff,  Mid- 
dleton, hires  a new  deputy,  a gunfighter  from.  Texas,  who  is 
killed  in  a gunfight  by  Corcoran,  also  from  Texas,  who  re- 
places him  and  brings  order  to  the  town  after  overcoming  a 
plot  of  the  Sheriff  to  have  him  killed  if  he  could  not'  sur- 
vive a rigged  danger.  . 

Corcoran  falls  in  lo-^^e  with  a dance  hall  girl  Glory, 

Yi/ho  is  killed  by  "'liddle ton  when  she  reveals  his  identity  as 
leader  of  the  Vultures.  Corcoran,  ^Nho  had  thrown  in  with 
Middleton  for  an  equal  share  in  the  loot,  kills  Middleton 
but  abandons  the  gold,  realizing  that  life  holds  nothing  for 
him  after  the  girl^s  death. 

The  second  story  is  a treasure  hunt,  complete  with  map, 
a runaway  girl,  and  a gunfighter  who  repents  and  leaves  the 
girl  his  share  of  the  gold  in  m turn  for  having  killed  her 
brother  by  mistake.  She  marries  the  munfighter^s  younm 
friend  who  has  fallen  in  love  ’..vit.h  the  mirl  after  finding 
the  gold  by  means  of  the  mup. 

The  first  story,  according  to  a letter  of  Hovyard’s 
which  is  quoted  by  Glenn  Lord  in  his  Afterword,  is  based  on 
a factual  case  which  is  said  not  to  be  unusual  in  the  hist- 
ory of  the  early  west,  when  the  bad  men  '/ere  smarter  than 
the. ordinary  citizen  and  often  represented  the  law  while 
engaged  in  outlawry. 

This  is  a collectors’  item.,  rather  t^Ain  an  important 
book,  but  the  stories  are  about  average,  with  Howard’s 
usual  emphasis  on  bloodshed. 


Howe 1 Is,  W . D . 


Between  the  Dark  and  the  Daylight:  Romances;  New  York  and 

London,  Harper  & Brothers,  1907;  (October,  1907, publishers)  185p. 

Contents 


1. A  Sleep  and  a Forgetting  3‘"' 

2. The  Eidolons  of  Brooks  Alford  65 

3.  A Memory  that  Worked  Overtime  93 

4. ACaseofMetaphantasmia  107'''' 

5. Editha  125 

6 .  Bray hr idge  ’ s Offer  147 

7.  The  Chick  of  the  Easter  Egg  169 


Several  of  these  stories  involve  the  same  characters,  but 
none  are  important  in  a fantasy  collection. 

Asterisk  indicates  fantasy:  (1)  a girl  whose  mother  is  kill- 

ed in  an  accident  loses  her  memory  but  appears  normal  regarding 
the  present  until  the  young  doctor  she  later  marries  appears  to 
have  his  own  memories  shared  by  her.  (2)  a young  man  hallucinates 
excepting  when  he  sees  the  girl  he  later  marries.  (4)  People  in 
a train  experience  the  same  dream. 

None  of  the  other  stories  are  worthwhile  excepting  perhaps 
(5)  which  portrays  a girl  encouaging  her  fince  to  go  to  war  and 
having  to  face  his  invalid  mother  after  he  is  killed. 

The  illustrations  are  attractive;  the  book  well  bound  and 
gold-lettered . 
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T/illiam  Dean*,  and  Alden,  Henry  Mills  (Eds)  Antholo^^y 


Shapes  that  Haunt  the  Dusk;  New  York  and  London,  Harper 
Sc  Brothers  Publishers  (1891,  1893,  1894,  1895,  1896,  1897, 
1898,  1905,  1906,  1907,  Harper)  ' 301  p. 


Contents 


Introduction  ' N.  H.  v-vii^ 

1.  The  Christmas  Child  G-eorg  Schook  1^ 

2,  The  V/hite  Sleep  of  Auber  Hum  Richard  Rice  30'' 


3.  In  Tenebras:  A Parable 

4.  The  Little  Room 

5.  The  Bringing  of  the  Rose 

6.  Perdita 

7.  At  La  Glorieuse 

8.  A Haded  Scapular 

9.  At  the  Hermitage 

10.  The  Reprisal 


Howard  Pyle  62 
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M.  S.  'M.  Davis  177* 

H.  D.  Millet  223*' 
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(l)  a traditional  ghost  story.  (2)  a man  studying  ori- 
ental mysticism  pro^jects  his  astral  body  so  that  it  appears 
substantial  to  others.  (3)  a man  of  righteous,  charitable 
^llfe  meets  a^ drunkard  he  has  befriended,  in  the  afterlife, 
and  when  he  finds  the  drunkard  being  given  preferred  treat- 
ment, explodes  in  wrath  at  the  apparent  in.lustice,  thus  re- 
vealing his  inordinate  pride.  (4)  old  maid  sisters  preseip/e 
an  apparent  ignorance  of  the  transformation  of  a cupboard  in 
their  home  to  a little  room  and  back  again,  so  that  visitors 
are  bewildered  and  confused  almost  to  insanity.  (5)  An  ap- 
parent ghost  is  revealed  to  be  a'  real  girl.  Non-fantasy. 

(6)  a traditional  ghost. story.  (7)  A young  man  falls  in 
love  with  the  wife  of  his  host,  and  believing  she  would  run 
off  with  him  is  frustrated  when  she  remains,  a veneration 
later  another  young  man  sees  the  ghost  of  the  ,illter  and  is 
so  enthralled  that  he  forsakes  his  love,  who  enters  a convent 
Just  as  he  is  about  to  beg  forgiveness.  (8)  two  young  art- 
ists rent  a studio  haunted  by  the  ghost  of  the  landlady's 
husband,  and  each  suffers  independently  of  the  other  because 
he  cannot  bear  to  reveal  the  haunt.  (9)  a voodoo  spell  is 
lifted  by  a witch-doctor.  (10)  a younv  married  man  flirts 
with  an  heiress,  and  her  ghost  asks  him  to  prepare  her  will, 
infecting  him  with  malignant  dlptherla,  of  which  he  dies. 


(2),  (3),  (4),  and  the  last  four  stories  are  all  well 
done,  sufficiently  to  warrant  study;  (2)  and  (3)  are  the 
most  important. 
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Published  two  years  prior  to  the  formation  of  the  this 

novel  provides  an  exceptionally  fine  portrayal  of  a spiritualist 
determined  to  prove  immortality  by  the  psychic  powers  of  his 
daughter  whom  he  had  controlled  by  mesmerism  since  her  childhood 
despite  her  reluctance  for  exhibition. 

The  first  chapter  describes  a typical  spiritualist  seance 
with  fraudulent  phenomena  exhibited  by  the  prof essional  medium 
who  was  also  the  landlady  of  the  father  and  daughter.  Other 
spiritualist  friends  believe  t^-^e  soEince  fraudulent,  but  the  fa-- 
ther  i.s  encoitraged  to  prove  it  genuine  by  Tising  his  daughter  in 
a public  exhibition.  A skeptical  Trriter  who  had  slightly  injured 
the  daughter  during  the  seance  refuses  to  accept  the  challenge  of 
the  father,  hut  has  fallen  in  love  with  the  daughter.  Hostltute, 
the  father  and  daughter  arrive  at  a -fhaker  village  and  receive 
hospitality  and  friendship,  but  do  not  agree  with  the  father’s 
desire  to  prove  spiritualism  through  his  daiignter’s  po^/arvS;  they 
are  already  spi  r i tiwalivS  ts  hy  faith.  The  portrayal  of  the  Shaker 
customs  and  philosophy  is  excellent,  thor.gh  the  romance  of  the 
skeptic  and  the  daughter  extends  this  novel  too  extensively. 

The  father  dies  after  he  and  the  vskeptic  become  friends  and 
the  Shakers  avoid  asking  the  young  couple  to  loin  their  life  but 
assist  t h e r oma u, c e , 

Although  poltergeist  nheno.uena  at  an  inn  are  denied  by  the 
innkeeper,  the  father  becomes  convinced  that  his  daughter’s 
electricity  produced  them  without  the  aid  of  suirits  and  revises 
his  belief.  The  author  concludes  that  the  living  -and  the  dead 
should  be  I.eft  apart;  that  communication  is  without  merit. 

This  novel  is  enlightening  and  important.  I do  not  agree 
with  the  author  in  thinking  the  phenoniena  unimportant,  but  only 
Crookes  is  mentioned,  and  the  discov^:‘rie3  of  the  were  not 

yet  made  when  this  novel  was  written. 


Chester  H,  Cut abort 
September  7,  2002 
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